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Tanya Fiddler is Oweesta's Vice President of Programs and Operations. In this position she oversees the Institution Development, Financial Education & Asset Building, Enterprise & Entrepreneurship Development, and Research, Policy & Advocacy Departments. Ms. Fiddler, a member of the Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, served for the past eight years as the Executive Director of Four Bands Community Fund, a Native community development financial institution (CDFI) in Eagle Butte, South Dakota. Ms. Fiddler assumed leadership of Four Bands Community Fund in its start-up phase and built it into a successful, award-winning organization. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in interdisciplinary sciences from South Dakota School of Mines & Technology and has 15 years of experience working with Native organizations. Ms. Fiddler is the recipient of several prestigious awards including the 2008 Bureau of Indian Affairs "Entrepreneur Advocate of the Year," the 2007 Small Business Administration "Minority Small Business Champion for South Dakota," and the 2007 "Visionary Leader Award for Outstanding Achievement" in recognition of her impact in the CDFI field. She is a frequent speaker and workshop facilitator at regional and national conferences and is a board member of the South Dakota Indian Business Alliance and South Dakota Rural Enterprise, Inc.
