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Joy Harwood is Director of the Economic and Policy Analysis Staff at USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), a position she has held since March, 2006.  Her group has current insights into the market and policy issues affecting commodity programs and the Conservation Reserve Program, and is frequently called upon to brief policy officials on a wide variety of topics. 

Prior to moving to FSA, she spent 19 years at USDA’s Economic Research Service (ERS), where she served as Deputy Director for Market Outlook (2001-06) and chief of ERS’s Field Crops Branch (1996-2000).  Earlier in her career, she managed ERS’s risk management research project, and in 1998 served for a period as associate administrator of USDA’s Risk Management Agency.  She is a three-time recipient of the Secretary’s Honor Award, one of the highest awards given by the Secretary of Agriculture. She was named “USDA Economist of the Year” in 1996.
During the 1990 farm bill debate, she was a Legis Fellow for Senator Bob Dole, at which time she worked on the development of the crop insurance title to the 1990 Farm Act, as well as trade, conservation, and commodity program issues.  She co-taught the USDA Graduate School course, "Understanding USDA's Farm Programs" over a 10-year period with her husband, Craig Jagger, who is Chief Economist for the House Committee on Agriculture.  She received a PhD from Cornell University in 1987.

