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Douglas Helms has been National Historian of the Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly the Soil Conservation Service) since 1981. He earned an AB degree in history from University of North Carolina-Chapel Hill in 1967 and a PhD. degree American history from Florida State University in 1977. He came to Washington in 1972 on a Smithsonian Institution Fellowship and then worked at the National Archives, specializing in agricultural records, from 1973 to 1981.  He has been president of the Agricultural History Society.  He is author of numerous articles in scholarly journals and government publications.    

SUMMARY:  Dr. Helms’s presentation will focus on the influences of the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl on the origins and development of the Soil Conservation Service.
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