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Dr. Will Hueston, an internationally recognized veterinary public health leader known for his contributions to epidemiology tools such as surveillance systems and risk analysis and his expertise on the epidemiology and control of bovine spongiform encephalopathy (mad cow disease).  Dr. Hueston is executive director and secretariat of the Global Initiative for Food Systems Leadership (GIFSL), a unique international educational consortium committed to enhancing teamwork and leadership in support of global food security. Well known for his expertise in risk communications, Dr. Hueston remains active facilitating innovative approaches for tackling the increasingly complex dilemmas facing local, regional and global food systems. Dr. Hueston’s leadership experience began as a community organizer and he has worked as a private veterinary practitioner, a resident veterinarian for a large agricultural cooperative, a field epidemiologist and professor as well as government service.  He has demonstrated a lifelong commitment to the development of robust food systems that promote public health and sustainable development and livelihoods.  Much of his work has focused on building successful public-private partnerships around shared interests such as global food security.  Dr. Hueston has extensive experience working with livestock producers, animal health officials, national government agencies and intergovernmental organizations as well as consumer groups and multi-national food companies.
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