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Molly Jahn was appointed Deputy Under Secretary for Research, Education and Economics at USDA on November 9, 2009 and currently serves as Acting Under Secretary for the mission area.  Jahn most recently served as Dean of the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences at the University of Wisconsin-Madison and Director of the Wisconsin Agricultural Experiment Station after establishing a highly recognized research career as a plant breeder and geneticist at Cornell University.  

During Jahn's tenure at UW Madison, extramural funding in the college nearly doubled, 70 new faculty were hired and funding for several major facilities was secured including the Wisconsin Energy Institute for sustainable and renewable energy research.  Her efforts were instrumental in securing and funding the $140M DOE Great Lakes Bioenergy Research Center with a major research thrust on sustainability of biofuels, and in launching the Wisconsin Bioenergy Initiative.     

Dr. Jahn's research has focused on the genetics, genomics and breeding of crop plants, releasing more than two dozen varieties currently grown commercially on six continents including an All America Selection Gold Medal winner.   She founded the Public Seed Initiative in 2001 and later the Organic Seed Partnership with major funding from the USDA as outreach activities that have engaged hundreds of farmers in participatory plant breeding and germplasm conservation activities across the US.  She has also worked extensively in Africa, Asia and Latin America to link crop breeding objectives to improvement in human nutrition and income, and has held leadership roles in major international agricultural projects.  Her innovative approaches to inter-sector partnerships, engagement with emerging institutions and integrated research and extension projects focused on impact and technology transfer have been the focus of published studies by economists and sociologists.  She has numerous publications, lectureships, and awards for her research, teaching and extension including Dairy Communicator of the Year in 2008 and the Award of Excellence from the American Society for Horticultural Science in 2009, and has served on numerous boards, panels and national committees including the Plant Cell Editorial Board and the Executive Committee, Capsicum and Cucurbitaceae USDA Crop Germplasm Committees, World Dairy Expo, The World Vegetable Center-AVRDC, and 10 years as a founding member of the Collaborative Crops Research Program of the McKnight Foundation.  She has consulted widely in the private sector, and has served as an advisor for venture capital and other investment interests in the life sciences and agriculture.
She holds faculty appointments in the Departments of Genetics and Agronomy.  Dr. Jahn received her BA with Distinction from Swarthmore College, holds graduate degrees from Cornell and MIT and was named a AAAS Fellow in 2006.  
