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Sandra Marsden is President of the Canadian Sugar Institute, the trade association representing Canadian producers of refined sugar.  The Institute’s key strategies focus on public policy advocacy in the areas of international trade and nutrition.  Ms. Marsden has overall management responsibility for the Institute and serves as the industry spokesperson, providing industry consensus to government on sugar trade policy, international agreements and disputes.   She liaises closely with other members of the agri-food industry, including sugar beet producers and food processors in Canada and internationally.  Ms. Marsden has been with the Institute since 1988, first as the Director Nutrition Affairs, then Vice President and since 1992, President.  Prior to her work with the Canadian sugar industry, she held various regional and municipal government positions in the field of public health.  She has a Bachelor of Science (Food Sciences) and Master of Health Science degree from the University of Toronto.  Continuing university education has focussed on marketing, international marketing and trade policy to support the Institute's international trade mandate.  Ms. Marsden has made numerous presentations on trade policy issues in Canada and the United States.  She has played an active role in fostering collaboration among agri-food exporters as a founding member of the Canadian Agri-Food Trade Alliance and the Global Alliance for Sugar Trade Reform and Liberalization.  She currently represents the sugar industry on Canada’s Agriculture Trade Negotiations Consultations Group.
SUMMARY:  Ms. Marsden’s presentation will provide insight into the side-effects of NAFTA on the Canadian sugar market, including a brief history of impacts and changes resulting from the 2008 Farm Bill.
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