[image: image1.jpg]



Jim McFerson manages activities with the Washington Tree Fruit Research Commission, a producer-supported organization that provides around 4 million (US$) annually to support research on apple, cherry, pear, and stone fruit. He also leads an applied research and outreach program with an emphasis on crop load management, tree fruit breeding, and the efficient production of high quality fruit. After receiving his Ph.D. in Plant Breeding and Genetics from the Univ. of Wisconsin in 1982, he worked as a vegetable breeder with private seed companies. Later he served as Geneticist and Research Leader at the USDA-ARS lab in Geneva, NY, directing efforts in plant genetic resources in a range of fruit and vegetable crops.  After assuming his current responsibilities in 1999, he has taken a leadership role in regional and national industry research groups, including: the National Tree Fruit Technology Roadmap; the Rosaceous Genomics, Genetics, and Breeding Executive Committee; the Tree Fruit Technical Advisory Committee; and the US Apple Research Committee.  He has been a vigorous advocate of stakeholder-driven systems approaches to agricultural research, exemplified in the National Institute for Food and Agriculture’s Specialty Crop Research Initiative, and is an adjunct faculty member of the Dept. of Horticulture and Landscape Architecture at Washington State University.

SUMMARY: Dr. McFerson’s presentation will examine the role of plant improvement in sustainability of specialty crops, emphasizing the necessity of a holistic approach based on balanced breeding, genetics and genomics components within a complementary framework of physiology, engineering, economics, and extension activities.
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