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Douglas O’Brien is the VP of Public Policy, Research and Planning for Feed The Children, a faith-based hunger relief organization providing food, medicine and other necessities to low-income children and their families in the U.S. and 24 developing nations abroad.  Prior to joining Feed The Children, Mr. O’Brien served as the Chief Executive Officer of the Vermont Foodbank.   From 1995 to 2007, Mr. O’Brien served as the Vice President of Public Policy & Research at America’s Second Harvest – the national network of food banks, (now called Feeding America), where he led the organization’s government relations, public policy and advocacy in three successive Farm Bills and Child Nutrition Reauthorizations.   He also directed that organization’s last three national hunger studies and has written or co-authored more than two dozen food assistance policy studies, essays and articles.  Mr. O’Brien is a former Congressional staffer having worked for Representative Joseph Kennedy, Senator Patrick Leahy, and served as professional legislative staff on the Senate Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry Committee under then-Chairman Leahy.  Mr. O’Brien is a graduate of Western Illinois University.  He currently resides in north suburban Chicago, IL.  
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