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R. Neil Sampson is a career conservationist with service in the Soil Conservation Service (now Natural Resources Conservation Service), the National Association of Conservation Districts, and the American Forestry Association (now American Forests). As President of the Sampson Group, Inc., a natural resources consulting firm in Alexandria, Virginia, he works with a variety of public and private clients on natural resource projects.   At Vision Forestry, LLC, he and partner Larry Walton operate a consulting firm that manages over 100,000 acres of sustainably-managed forests for public and private clients in Maryland, Delaware, and Virginia. He is a 1960 graduate of the University of Idaho, where he received his B.S. degree in Agriculture (Crops and Soils).  He earned a Master’s in Public Administration from Harvard University in 1974.  He has authored three books on soil conservation in addition to publishing over 100 scientific and popular articles on natural resource topics.  His most recent work, published by Wheatmark and available on a variety of online bookstores, is With One Voice: The National Association of Conservation Districts, an account of the development of public conservation policy from 1980-2005. 
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