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Leonard Shabman is a Resident Scholar at Resources for the Future. Prior to joining RFF he was on the faculty in the Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics at Virginia Tech where he also served as the Director of the Virginia Water Resources Research Center. He received his Ph.D. from Cornell University. 

During his career he has been a staff economist at the United States Water Resources Council, Scientific Advisor to the Assistant Secretary of Army, Civil Works and a Visiting Scholar at the National Research Council. From 2004- 2006 he was the Arthur Maass-Gilbert White Scholar at the Corps of Engineers Institute for Water Resources. He has been a member of the National Academy of Sciences, National Research Council, Water Science and Technology Board, has been appointed to and chaired several Academies Committees and is recognized as an Associate of the National Academies. 
His research and publications includes papers and presentations over a wide range of water resources policy topics, including water supply management, agriculture and water quality programs, public investment analysis, and the role of economic analysts in public policy formulation. Throughput his career has offered consultation and advice to a wide array of governmental and non-governmental organizations.
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