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Michael E. Sheats

Chief, Poultry Market News & Analysis Branch
Agricultural Marketing Service, Poultry Programs
Washington, DC

As Chief of the Poultry Market News & Analysis Branch, Michael Sheats oversees the Department’s market information collection functions for poultry and eggs. Mike graduated from Michigan State University in 1982 with a B.S. degree in Animal Science.  He began his career with USDA in 1984 as an agricultural commodity grader with the Livestock and Seed Program and switched to the Program’s Market News Branch in 1985.  In 1986, he moved to the Branch’s largest field office in Des Moines, IA, and, in 1990, was promoted to supervisor in charge of the office’s meat reporting activities.  In 1999, he was given the primary responsibility for developing the regulation implementing the Livestock Mandatory Reporting Act of 1999 and moved to Washington the following year.   Following the issuance of the final rule, he developed an auditing program to ensure packer compliance with the mandatory regulations.  In 2003, he was promoted to his current position.  
SUMMARY:  Mr. Sheats’ presentation will provide an overview of the Agricultural Marketing Service’s market news reporting of organically-grown agricultural commodities. 
