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Brian Snyder is Executive Director of the Pennsylvania Association for Sustainable Agriculture (PASA), a position he has held since 2001. PASA is considered one of the largest sustainable ag organizations in the United States, and annually hosts a Farming for the Future conference in State College (PA) that has drawn as many as 2,000 participants from 40 states and 8 different countries. Brian holds two masters degrees, from Harvard University (Theological Studies) and the University of Massachusetts (Business Administration).  Before moving to Pennsylvania, Mr. Snyder was Executive Director of The William J. Gould Associates, which operates Gould Farm, a 600-acre sustainable farm and mental health treatment facility in the Berkshire Hills of Western Massachusetts.  In addition to writing and speaking in a number of venues on the subject of sustainable agriculture, Mr. Snyder also serves on several other related boards, including the FoodRoutes Network (currently chair of the board), Pennsylvania State Council of Farm Organizations and Keystone Development Center.  He also serves in an advisory capacity for the Pennsylvania Dairy Task Force, the Northeast Sustainable Ag Working Group and the School of Hospitality at the Penn College of Technology in Williamsport, PA.  Brian lives with his wife Paula and two daughters, Kerry and Kayla, on a small farm in Centre Hall, PA, where they maintain an organic vegetable garden and a small flock of heritage-breed sheep. 

SUMMARY:  In his presentation Mr. Snyder will talk about how a regionalized approach, based on geographically significant parameters, the productivity of smaller farms and marketing programs that emphasize the value of “local” production as a priority, could help to rejuvenate family farms and improve the food security of communities across the country and around the world.  
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