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	Brubakeraker Farms of Mount Joy is owned by Luke and Barbara, in partnership with their two sons Mike and Tony, Mike being a graduate of Penn State and Tony being a graduate of Messiah College. Luke's father purchased the farm in 1929 and started the operation with 8 cows. Luke and his brother purchased the farms from their father in the early 60's, at which time the animal operation consisted of 18 cows. In the early 90's. Luke's two sons graduated from college and came back to the farm to help run the operation. At that time; Luke's brother sold his interest in the farm to Luke and his sons and they entered into a formal partnership to manage Brubaker Farms. At the time the partnership was formed with his sons, the Brubaker animal operation consisted 0,[200 cows. The farm now has over 850 plus dairy cows, 700 young stock, and also a 48,000 bird broiler chicken operation. These expansions to the operation over the years were done in order to allow the operation to maintain financial ,stability and to aIlow it to provide the necessary income to sustain the 3 farm families that now rely on it for their economic wellbeing. 

Luke is not just an environmental and business leader; he also is a leader in the local community and .00 state agricultural issues. In addition to being a member of the State Milk Marketing Board, Luke served Oil the Lancaster County Farm and Home Foundation (where he has served as a board member and President). Chairman of the Lancaster County Farm Service Agency, Board of Trustees of the Lancaster County Farm Land Trust. Ambassador for the Citizen Network 'for Foreign Affairs, Chairman of Environmental Resource Coordinators for Lancaster and surrounding counties (a combined program of OEP and PA Farm Bureau). East Donegal Township Board of Supervisors (where 1served as Chairman and vice-Chairman), and all the East Donegal Planning Commission, He has also received numerous awards and recognitions including: Recognized farm under the Pennsylvania Environmental Agricultural Conservation of Excellence (PEACE) Program, PA, Dairy of Dlstinctiot1~ 2001 Dairy Stakeholder Pacesetter Award of Pa, and the National Environmental Stewardship Award in recognition of his production practices and concern for the community. 

Luke's sons Tony and Mike are also active community leaders. Tony served on the Pa Animal Health Commission, the State Agricultural By-Product Management Technology Advisory Board, and helps with Ag in the Classroom, Mike serves on the East Donegal Township Planning Commission, is a director and secretary of the Mount Joy Farmers Cooperative, and served on the local school board. Luke just received the Country Folks Keystone Farmer of the Year for  the Mid-Atlantic States for Ag Production, leadership and community involvement. Also, the Brubakers are members of the Professional Dairy Farmers of Pennsylvania and received the Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence. 

The Brubakers have developed an operation that is both financially stable and is an important part of the local economy. The Brubakers have taken actions to ensure that the site is maintained as a working farm in the future through participation in the Pennsylvania Farmland Preservation Program, where the farm is preserved as agricultural land with a perpetual agriculture easement. The Brubaker operation has had to grow so that it can support Luke and his wife Barbara, as well as the families of their two sons. In order to address farm commodity price issues, farm expenses. and family financial needs, Luke and his sons already to make the necessary business decisions to ensure that the farm will continue to be economically viable in the future, The farm is the Brubaker family business and the economic viability of the operation is critical in order to allow it to continue to be an effective family business well into the the future and for it to be an economically sustainable family enterprise. 

One project that the Brubakers have completed is a manure digester, and are excited about what this new addition means to their farm and to the energy security of Lancaster County and neighboring communities. At the present time, their digester -is generating approximately 4~5 MW of electricity a day, Most of the electricity that they generate is being sold back to the local electric utility. They have the capability of producing enough electricity to supply approximately 150-200 homes a day, Using state and federal funding and loan assistance, the B:rubakers were able to make their goals a reality. The most recent .project that the Bnlbakers have completed is to put solar panels on their new heifer barn to supply electricity to sell onto the grid for many more homes. The Brubalcers beJieve doing projects like this is good for the future of the industry, economy al1denvlronment.

	
	


