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	Keith Collins retired from the U.S. Department of Agriculture after serving as its Chief Economist for 15 years, 1993-2008.  Since retirement, he has consulted with several organizations and currently serves as economic advisor to the President and Directors of National Crop Insurance Services, the crop insurance industry’s research and education association.  As Chief Economist, Keith advised the Secretary of Agriculture on economic impacts of programs, regulations and proposed legislation.  He was responsible for the World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of Energy Policy and New Uses, Global Change Program Office and Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit Analysis.  He also served as Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation from 2001-2007; Chairman and Vice Chairman of the General Administrative Board of the USDA Graduate School; chairman of the national commission on payment limits, created by the 2002 Farm Bill; and  coordinator of analysis for the administration’s 2008 Farm Bill proposals.  He is a fellow of the American Agricultural Economics Association and has received the Presidential Rank Award five times, the Distinguished Service Award from the American Farm Bureau Federation and from the American Agricultural Editors Association, the Career Achievement Award in Public Policy from the Farm Foundation, and an Outstanding Alumnus Award from N.C. State University.  He holds degrees from Villanova University, University of Connecticut and a Ph.D. in economics and statistics from North Carolina State University.  



	
	

	
	


