	
	

	
	Mark Lino is a senior economist with USDA’s Center for Nutrition Policy and Promotion.  He obtained a B.S. in economics from Boston College and a Ph.D. in consumer economics from Cornell University.  He joined USDA in 1987.  During this time, he has worked on USDA’s Food Plans, overseeing the monthly cost updates of the Plans.  One of the Plans is the Thrifty Food Plan, which serves as the basis for SNAP (food stamp) allotments.  He is also the project leader on USDA’s Expenditures on Children project, which is used in setting state child support and foster care payments.  His research has been published in the Journal of Consumer Affairs, Journal of Legal Economics, Family and Consumer Sciences Research Journal, and Monthly Labor Review.  He also serves on the editorial board of the Journal of Family and Economic Issues.  



	
	


