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	Katherine R. (Kitty) Smith is the Administrator of ERS. In this position she provides leadership and guidance on the research agenda, coordinates with agencies and institutions within and outside USDA, and contributes to USDA's science mission. She is a Fellow of the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association. As a research administrator, she has received the Presidential Rank Award for Meritorious Executives. 

Previous positions in ERS include Director of the Market and Trade Economics Division, and Director of the Resource Economics Division. As a researcher and research manager, Kitty's principal areas of expertise have been policy analysis, particularly agricultural and resource policy integration, and the relationships among agricultural production and environmental quality. Her work is published in several books, a range of scholarly journals, USDA reports, and numerous popular outlets. 

From 1993 to 1996, Kitty was Policy Studies Program Director for the Henry A. Wallace Institute for Alternative Agriculture. From 1989 to 1991, she was a Senior Fellow with Resources for the Future. 

Kitty received a Ph.D. and an M.S. in agricultural and resource economics from the University of Maryland, where she also earned a B.S. with emphasis in the biological sciences.



	
	


