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	As coordinator/facilitator of the Farm Energy Working Group, Yates brings together a statewide group of people from diverse organizations with varied interests. All want to enable Iowa farmers on small to mid-sized operations to reduce their reliance on fossil fuels through the use of energy efficiency, conservation, and renewable energy available on their farm when possible. She organizes quarterly meetings and oversees the project's mini-grant program to help selected farmers show energy efficiency/conservation/use of renewable energy on their farms. Since 2002 she has worked in the energy education field through a research project to help university students reduce energy use using community based social marketing and a follow-up project to transfer a dorm energy competition to other Iowa colleges. She wrote and produced a 22-week Iowa public radio series on Energy in Iowa. She currently also co-coordinates Iowa's portion of the Midwest Solar Training Network. This is a 7-state regional network to build capacity for solar instructors and solar installations as part of a U.S. Department of Energy grant. Yates also co-coordinates a project that provides resources for people to be easier on the environment during holidays. Trained as a journalist, Yates has taught university and business writing classes, edited numerous education and business publications, and written for Iowa-based publications.



	
	

	
	


