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Lionel J. “Bo” Beaulieu, Ph.D.
Dr. Beaulieu serves as director of the Southern Rural Development Center (SRDC) and is professor of rural sociology in the Department of Agricultural Economics at Mississippi State University.  The SRDC is one of four Regional Rural Development Centers linked to the USDA National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA).

 During his tenure at the SRDC, Dr. Beaulieu has spearheaded a number of innovative national activities, including the: (1) launching of the National e-Commerce Extension Project that has facilitated the adoption of important e-commerce strategies by small businesses in rural America; (2) coordinating a national effort to strengthen regional economic development strategies in rural counties via the Stronger Economies Together (SET) initiative in collaboration with USDA Rural Development, NIFA/USDA and the Regional Rural Development Centers; and (5) helping establish the Food Assistance Small Grants Research Program (now called the RIDGE Center for Targeted Studies @ the SRDC) in partnership with the Economic Research Service/USDA. 

He is the past president of the Rural Sociological Society, is Vice President of Operations of the Community Development Society of America, and sits on the National Issues Forum Institute Board, a Kettering Foundation supported effort that strengthens civic discourse on challenging national issues. Beaulieu is the author of numerous publications, including edited book volumes, book chapters and articles that address rural development, education and labor force issues in America.  Dr. Beaulieu received his M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Sociology from Purdue University.
