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José Diez, D.V.M.
Dr. José R. Díez received his Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree from Cornell University in 1978.  After working in private practice for five years in the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, he joined APHIS in 1983.  He began his career as a Veterinary Medical Officer and has risen through the ranks holding positions of increased responsibility that include: brucellosis and tuberculosis Area Epidemiologist, Director of the Tick Eradication Program, Area Veterinarian in Charge (AVIC) of the Puerto Rico area office, AVIC of the North Carolina area office, Associate Regional Director of the Eastern Region, Director of the Western Region, Acting Director for the Centers of Epidemiology and Animal Health (CEAH),  and the Associate Deputy Administrator for Emergency Management and Diagnostics.  In this capacity, Dr. Diez serves as the chief advisor to Dr. John Clifford, VS Deputy Administrator, in the area of managing animal health emergency response, and plays a strategic leadership role within VS to develop strategies and policies for effective emergency response to foreign animal disease, effective incident management, and coordination of incident response. Among the many highlights of his career, Dr. Díez has significantly enhanced APHIS’ ability to respond to the threat of foreign animal diseases; implemented a vision of a National Veterinary Stockpile that can respond within 24 hours to a multi-State, large-scale animal disease outbreak; and coordinated with public health and animal health officials to plan, prepare for, and do outreach on the novel H1N1 2009 virus in swine. 
In September 2011, Dr. Díez was recognized with a meritorious Presidential rank Award “for sustained superior accomplishment in management of programs of the United States Government and for noteworthy achievement of quality and efficiency in the public service.”
