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Dayna Brichta-Harhay, Ph.D.
Dr. Dayna Brichta-Harhay is a Research Microbiologist for the USDA/Agricultural Research Service at the U.S. Meat Animal Research Center (USMARC), Clay Center, Nebraska. Dr. Brichta-Harhay received her Ph.D. in Microbiology and Molecular Biology from the University of North Texas, Denton, Texas in 2003, and joined the Meat Safety and Quality Research Unit at the USMARC as a Research Scientist in 2005.  Her primary research contributions to date include: developing high-throughput enumeration methods for quantifying pathogen levels on the hides and carcasses of cattle at harvest, characterizing multi-drug resistant (MDR) Salmonella populations associated with cattle at harvest in the U.S., and pioneering research in adapting novel methods of bacterial transcriptome sequencing to address beef industry food safety questions. Dr. Brichta-Harhay serves as a member of the National Cattlemen’s Beef Association Salmonella Working Group and research efforts led by Dr. Brichta-Harhay and USMARC scientists have provided comprehensive baseline data on the prevalence of MDR Salmonella in beef. 
