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Alma Cobb Hobbs, Ph.D.
Dr. Alma Cobb Hobbs was sworn in as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Administration on May 18, 2009. Dr Hobbs is leading efforts to transform the culture of USDA and carry out Secretary Vilsack vision to transform USDA into a model organization, positioned to meet the present and future needs of its employees and customers. Dr. Hobbs was reinstated to career status as Associate Assistant Secretary for Administration in 2011.

Prior to her appointment she served since 2006 as the Dean of Agriculture at Virginia State University in Petersburg, Virginia. While on the VSU faculty she also served as a member of the President's Council under Virginia State University President Moore.

A career USDA executive, Dr. Hobbs previously served as Special Assistant for Diversity and Outreach to the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights. In this role she provided leadership and oversight for the Offices of Outreach and Diversity. Prior to that, she was Deputy Administrator for Economics and Community Systems with USDA's Cooperative State Research, Education and Extension Service (CSREES).

Dr. Hobbs began her career with USDA in 1970, serving as an Assistant Extension Agent in Bertie County North Carolina. She has received numerous awards including a USDA Honor Award and served as Chairperson of USDA's Honor Awards Evaluation Committee in 2004. Other recognition includes being honored at the Museum of Science and Industry as one of twenty African-American Achievers in Agriculture, USDA Honor Award, National 4-H Achievement Award, Distinguished Service Award/NAE4-HA and Outstanding Contributions to the Home Economics Profession.

Dr. Hobbs is from Farmville, NC. She received her Doctorate and Master's degrees from North Carolina State University, and a Bachelor's degree from North Carolina Central University in 1970. She also attended the Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University, and USDA Executive Development Seminars at the Brookings Institute. Dr. Hobbs has a son, Steven Hobbs, a daughter-in-law, Mallery, and two granddaughters, Brittany, and Christian.
