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John Padalino is a rural infrastructure expert.  He is Chief of Staff for Rural Development Under Secretary Dallas Tonsager.  In his position he manages the day to day activities of the Rural Development mission area, which includes the Rural Housing Service, Rural Utilities Service, and Rural Business Service; over 500 State and local offices; and a loan portfolio of over $150 billion in assets.  He has served at USDA since 2009, when he was appointed Special Assistant to the Administrator of the Rural Utilities Service.  Before his appointment, Mr. Padalino practiced law in El Paso, Texas where he represented rural water districts as general counsel, litigated complex commercial cases, and briefed cases before the appellate courts of Texas and the United States Courts of Appeal.  He is licensed by the state bar of Texas, the United States District Court for the Western District of Texas, and the United States Supreme Court.  Mr. Padalino holds a bachelor of arts from the University of Texas at Austin and a law degree from Rutgers  School of Law where he graduated with honors, served as the Lead State Constitutional Law Editor for the Rutgers Law Journal, and was a fellow in the Marshall-Brennan Fellowship Program.  Mr. Padalino has over fifteen years of experience in the water and wastewater industry: as a lawyer, and prior to law school, John worked as an operator for water and wastewater systems in Texas.
Dr. Winsten is an Agricultural and Environmental Economist with 20 years of experience working on issues of agriculture and the environment.  His primary foci include market and policy mechanisms for the cost-effective control of agricultural nonpoint source pollution, the adoption of appropriate technology for improving environmental performance and farm profitability, as well as agri-environmental policy analysis and development. As a Program Officer for Winrock International, Dr. Winsten leads the Performance-based Environmental Policies for Agriculture Initiative and serves as a coordinator for research on water quality credit trading issues. He has taught courses and worked in the U.S., Central and South America, and Asia.

