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[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Prakash Hebbar is currently the Acting Director of the Pest Management Unit in PPQ’s Plant Health Programs.  He joined PPQ’s Emergency and Domestic Programs in 2009 as a Program Manager for the Black Stem Rust and Phytophthora ramorum programs. In 2012, Prakash was appointed as the National Coordinator for the Citrus Health Response Program.  He has worked on a variety of issues in support of our domestic programs and is the member of the USDAs Citrus Multi Agency Coordination Group.  
Prakash received his Bachelor of Science in Biological Sciences and a Masters in Microbiology from the University of Mysore and then went on to receive a Doctorate degree in Plant Pathology from the Australian National University in Canberra.  Before moving to the United States in 1993, Prakash worked for several years on a European Union funded program at the National Center for Scientific Research (CNRS), a French Federal Agency. After his initial work at USDA’s Agricultural Research Service on Alternate Crops Programs in Latin America, he was hired as a Senior Scientist by Mars Inc. to work on their sustainability initiatives in Asia, Africa, and Latin America for coordinating Integrated Pest Management (IPM) of cacao pest and diseases. He has 30 years of experience in research and program management, including experience in biological control of fungal diseases of cereal, oil seed, and perennial crops and IPM.  
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