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Dr. Polek has held her current position with the CRB since December, 2008.  Her primary responsibilities include oversight of CRB-funded research projects and service programs and chief science editor for the Citrograph magazine.  A plant pathologist who has specialized in citrus, she has 25 years’ experience in plant disease diagnostics. Polek is a member of the Citrus Health and Response Program’s Science & Technology Committee, and served as its first co-chair 2009-2010.  She was a member of the National Academies of Science Committee for the Strategic Planning for the Florida Citrus Industry: Addressing Citrus Greening Disease. She serves on a number of advisory committees including: National Citrus Germplasm Repository, California Citrus Nursery Education Committee, the Citrus Tristeza Virus Technical Advisory Committee, and Chaired the Science Committee of the CA Task Force on huanglongbing and the Asian Ccitrus psyllid from 2006-2013. Her move to the CRB came after 14-years tenure with the California Department of Food and Agriculture; 12 of those years were spent as program manager and plant pathologist for the Central California Tristeza Eradication Agency.  Prior to her work with CDFA, she was a researcher at UC Riverside in the Plant Pathology and Botany and Plant Sciences departments, and earlier in her career she was an instructor for biology laboratory classes at Saddleback Community College in Mission Viejo, CA.  She holds a BA in Biology from Castleton State College in Vermont and earned her Ph.D. in Plant Pathology from UC Riverside.  In 2006, Polek received the CRB President’s Award for “exceptional service to the California Citrus Research Program.” 
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