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Scott was involved in bioengineering research and teaching for over 20 years prior to spending 14 years as a Cornell administrator (1984 – 1998).  His early research was focused on thermoregulation in poultry, biomechanics of machine milking of dairy cows and electronic applications in agriculture, with particular attention to automatic identification and estrus detection of livestock, as well as the effects of transient current. Since returning to the faculty in 1998, he has focused on research in sustainable development. This research is directed to development of sustainable communities with emphasis on biologically derived fuels and renewable energy. Scott and Hongda Chen were co-chairs of the initiative in 2002, Nanoscale Science and Engineering for Agriculture and Food Systems, which led to research program funding of nanotechnology in NIFA in FY 2004.
· Elected to National Academy of Engineering, 1990
· President, Institute of Biological Engineering (IBE), 2001
· President, ASABE: (American Society for Agricultural and Biological Systems, (1993-1994)
· Senior Member, Instrumentation Society of America
· Received four paper awards from ASABE in recognition of outstanding research publications in ASABE Transactions
· Elected Fellow of ASABE, 1986
· Received the McCormick- Case Gold Medal (ASABE) in 2002
· Received the Henry Giese Award (ASABE) in 1989
· Alumni Achievement Award, Washington State Alumni Association, 1991
· Elected as a Founding Fellow of American Institute for Medical and Biological Engineering  (AIMBE), 1992
· Elected Fellow of American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE), 1996
· Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Faculty Service, State University of New York, 2007
· Kenneth A. Goldman Excellence in Teaching Award, Cornell College of Engineering, 2008
· Cornell University, College of Agriculture and Life Science Alumni Association, Outstanding Faculty Award, 2011
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