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programs. Prior to this appointment, he was Director of the Beltsville
Agricultural Research Center (2012-2014), USDA’s largest research
installation located just outside Washington, D.C. He has also served as Deputy Administrator
for Natural Resources and Sustainable Agricultural Systems in the ARS Office of National

Programs (2008-2012), with concurrent appointment as Senior Advisor for Climate Science in
the Office of the Chief Scientist, USDA (2009-2010). Prior to that, he was the ARS Midwest Area
Director (2006-2008), following appointment as the Midwest Area’s Associate Director (2005-
2006), with senior management responsibilities for all ARS research in 8 states.

Dr. Shafer’s other previous positions in USDA include ARS National Program Leader for Global
Change research (2000-2005); Deputy Director for Environment and Plant Health in the USDA
Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit Analysis (1998-2000); and risk analyst in the Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service (1997-1998). During 1983-1997, he was a Research Plant
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with concurrent faculty appointment in the Plant Pathology and Soil Science departments at
North Carolina State University. His research focused on interactions of air quality with plants,
pathogenic and beneficial microorganisms, and soils.
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