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Bob joined American Farm Bureau Federation in 2003 as the Chief Economist. The Economics team looks at short-term issues in support of the policy implementation effort of the Federation and also helps to maintain the longer-term view of factors driving the overall farm sector.
Specializing in the analysis of global agricultural policy, prior to coming to Farm Bureau, Dr. Young served as Co-Director of the Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute or FAPRI from 1991 through 2003.  FAPRI is an internationally recognized policy analysis center that models global food, agriculture, natural resources and trade. Bob was also an associate professor in Agricultural Economics at the University of Missouri.  
Before becoming the Co-Director of FAPRI, Bob served as the Chief Economist of the United State Senate Committee on Agriculture from 1987 through 1991.  
Bob has a Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from the University of Missouri, with a B.S. and M.S. in Atmospheric Sciences.
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