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Agriculture as a Career

Agriculture as a career has had many different meanings during my short life. As a young man growing up on
a small farm in rural Central Oregon, | envisioned farming as the only agricultural career, working the land on
tractors and moving irrigation systems. As an FFA State Officer for Oregon, | realized there are exciting careers
in agricultural business that market, transport, and process the products after they leave the farm gate. And now,
as a senior at Oregon State University, I’m aware of many more careers which support the agricultural industry
in research, financing, policymaking, and policy analysis.

Policy analysis is where | found my true passion, specifically agricultural law and policy: examining the
implications of government support and regulations on the producers and processers of the agricultural industry.
As | have gained a greater economic and policy understanding, | am particularly passionate about the
developmental process of the Farm Bill and other agricultural policies. In recent conversations with agricultural
producers, I’ve asked what issues they expect to face in the next few decades. Working with policy makers and
increasing agricultural awareness among the general public are at the top of most producer lists. In addition to
the primary mission of feeding and clothing the world’s growing population, the evolving industry of agriculture
must be able to address issues of bioenergy, food safety, and even climate change. For producers to accomplish
their mission they must adapt and overcome the above issues, which the USDA has strived to facilitate for
nearly 150 years. My role may no longer involve physically producing food, but | hope to provide support to
allow producers to accomplish their mission.

I am currently applying to law school where | plan to focus on environmental and agricultural law. Law and
policy are intricately intertwined, often so much that it is hard to separate the two. After finishing my law
degree, | intend to establish a law career to serve the needs of agricultural producers as they navigate the maze
of legal issues surrounding resource use and agricultural production, helping protect their property, land use, and
water rights.

Eventually, | hope that a law background will lead to a career which positively influences responsible and
effective agricultural policy. | hope to use my economic and law background to help analyze approaching
policies to illustrate their potential consequences before they are put into effect. My unique history as a former
producer and subsequent policy analyst will help me facilitate communication between producers and
government agencies, like the USDA, who are working toward a common goal: sustainable and cost effective
provisions of food and fiber for a growing world population.

I am proud to be part of an industry that is helping to provide the essential necessities of human life and answer
global issues: food security, safety, and nutrition. Realizing that agriculture as a career takes many forms
within the diversity of the industry, I have identified agricultural law and policy as the key area that I am most
passionate about. Supporters and advocates for producers are critical to the future of agriculture, and | feel
policy is where | can have the most impact, advocating for effective legislation and voicing the concerns of
producers.



