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Agriculture as a Career
The Culture of the Earth

Everyone has something that intrigues and excites them. Agriculture has been that passion for me for as
long as | can remember. Visiting my uncle’s large dairy farm and riding with my dad on the tractor were
special moments that | looked forward to as a young girl, and they still excite me today. Growing up in a
community where farming is the major business, | have enjoyed watching the seasonal progression from
field preparation, to planting, to growing, and finally to harvest of the diverse field, vegetable, and
orchard crops. | appreciate the magnitude and importance of growing the food supply, and recognize
that this needs to be done in a way that is economical, efficient, sustainable, and produces minimal
impact on the environment. Agriculture is more than a job or a career, it is a way of life.

Whether you are an agricultural economist, a veterinarian, an equipment dealer, a crop consultant, or a
farmer raising livestock or working fields, you learn very quickly that no matter what aspect of
agriculture you work in, it becomes a large part of who you are. As you hear milk prices are dropping
in the northeast, or that a hail storm devastates the wheat crop in Kansas, you find yourself listening a
little more closely to the newscaster, knowing that these events will likely impact your side of the
industry, as well as the actual farmers. Working in agriculture connects you with the people in your
community as well as people nationwide, even worldwide.

As agriculturalists, we are responsible for feeding the world population and the industry will continue to
thrive in order to provide this basic necessity. All aspects of the industry need to cooperate to
determine the most efficient and sustainable manner to achieve this goal. Anyone who takes on this
responsibility, whether they are a small organic vegetable grower or the owner of a large grain mill in
lowa, knows that it is not an easy task. It is often under-appreciated, yet it is satisfying.

As | have become more involved in the study and practice of agriculture, | am convinced that this will be
my career. With a degree in Agricultural Sciences from Cornell University, | hope to return to my home
in western New York and be a crop consultant within the processing vegetable industry. Throughout two
summers as a crop scout and working directly with farmers, in addition to a summer doing on-farm
research, | have learned that agriculture helps people learn to not take things for granted, and to
appreciate the little things in life, like rain. Not only does agriculture give you an appreciation for the
trivial things in life, but it gives one the personal satisfaction of creating something from the land. There
is no feeling quite like that of growing record yields of corn or selling a high-priced cow. Knowing that |
can correctly identify troublesome diseases and pests, and provide appropriate advice to growers
regarding how best to manage these problems and increase their yield, is a major source of satisfaction
for a long day’s work.

Growing up in a small town in a rural area and attending a land-grant university has made me aware of
how important agriculture is, not only to the local economy, but also to the state, national, and world
economy. |am also aware of the many challenges facing the agricultural industry today, including
pollution, soil erosion, fuel costs, marketing, and distribution problems. Because these issues are
growing problems, it will be increasingly important for people who didn’t grow up involved in agriculture
to consider careers in the agricultural industry. President Thomas Jefferson once said, “No occupation is
so delightful... as the culture of the earth.” As land degradation and food shortages become more of
an important issue, | hope that others realize what an important and rewarding career agriculture can
be. | have learned that an occupation in agriculture will be delightful, and hope more students and
young people will discover it too!



