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SCHAUB SELECTED TO DIRECT USDA’S OFFICE OF RISK ASSESSMENT AND COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS

WASHINGTON, Dec. 23, 2002– Agriculture Department Chief Economist Keith Collins today announced the selection of James D. Schaub to serve as director of the Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit Analysis (ORACBA).

“I am extremely pleased to have James Schaub fill the director position at ORACBA,” Collins said.  “He brings to this position more than 20 years of diverse experience in economics, policy analysis and management.”

As director of ORACBA, Schaub will be responsible for ensuring that major regulatory actions of the Department are supported by sound risk assessments and cost-benefit analyses.  The ORACBA program of work also includes education and training in risk assessment and economic analysis, consultation and technical assistance to USDA agencies performing risk assessments and facilitating communication about risks addressed by USDA programs.

Schaub joined USDA in 1979 as a research economist with the Economic Research Service (ERS). Following research and management positions at ERS, he joined the Office of the Chief Economist as a senior staff economist in 1991.  In that position his responsibilities included regulatory reviews and policy evaluations in the areas of food safety, marketing programs and animal and plant health.

Schaub has a doctorate and a master’s in economics from North Carolina State University and a Bachelor of Arts degree from Loyola College in Maryland.

The Office of Risk Assessment and Cost-Benefit Analysis is one of several staff offices reporting to the Chief Economist.  The other offices include the World Agricultural Outlook Board, the Office of Energy Policy and New Uses and the Global Change Program Office.  In addition, the Office of the Chief Economist is home to USDA’s Director for Sustainable Development.  Further information on the Office of the Chief Economist can be obtained by visiting http://www.usda.gov/oce/. 
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