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USDA Report Shows Slight Decline in Percentage of Greenhouse Gas Emissions from Agricultural Activity in the United States 
   WASHINGTON, June 22, 2011 – The USDA Chief Economist’s Climate Change Program Office released a report today showing that agriculture accounted for approximately six percent of total U.S. greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in 2008, which is slightly less than in the USDA’s previous (1990-2005) inventory report.   

   The 2008 inventory data show that major agricultural emission sources are nitrous oxide from cropped and grazing land soils, which were 43 percent of emissions in 2008 and enteric methane from livestock (28 percent of emissions in 2008).  Sequestration of carbon in cropland soils offset about 21 percent of cropland emissions in 2008.  Direct energy emissions in agriculture accounted for just less than 1.3 percent of total U.S. energy consumption in 2008.  
   The report, “U.S. Agriculture and Forestry Greenhouse Gas Inventory: 1990-2008,” provides detailed estimates of greenhouse gas emissions and carbon sequestration from the management of livestock, croplands, and forests, as well as from energy use in agriculture. It is consistent with the Environmental Protection Agency’s National Greenhouse Gas Inventory, and reports state, regional and national estimates, categorizing them by variables such as land ownership and management practices.  The report details trends over time, updates the previous edition published in 2008 and reflects several improvements in estimation methods. 
   Forests and harvested wood products offset about 13 percent of national GHG emissions in 2008 while total forest stocks in the United States in 2008 was 7.5 percent greater than the 1990 baseline.  During the same period, forest area has increased by about 4 percent.  The annual rate of sequestration in forest pools (including biomass, soil organic carbon, litter and dead wood) grew by about 18 percent in 2008 over the previous report, while harvested wood resulted in less annual carbon storage than in the previous report.
   Analysts from USDA’s Agricultural Research Service, Forest Service and Office of Energy Policy and New Uses; the Natural Resources Ecology Laboratory of Colorado State University; and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Office of Atmospheric Programs contributed to this report.  

These and other trends in agricultural and forestry greenhouse gas emissions and sequestration are discussed in detail in the report, which is available at:  http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/AFGGInventory1990_2008.htm. For more information on USDA’s Climate Change activities, please visit:  http://www.usda.gov/oce/climate_change/index.htm. 
The EPA inventory report can be found at:  http://www.epa.gov/climatechange/emissions/usinventoryreport.html
#

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 
