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Topic-- Completion and Outcomes of the United Nations (UN) Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD), Third Implementation Cycle (2008-2009), Policy Session on Thematic Areas:  Agriculture, Rural Development, Land, Drought, Desertification, and Africa
Summary-- The UNCSD met May 4-15, 2009 at UN headquarters in New York City and completed policy year negotiations producing a consensus policy document entitled:  “Policy Options and Practical Measures to Expedite Implementation in Agriculture, Rural Development Land, Drought Desertification and Africa.” http://www.un.org/esa/index.html.   
In addition to the negotiated document, Commission Chair Gerda Verburg of the Netherlands provided a Shared Vision Statement as a chair’s summary of the High Level Ministerial Meeting of the Commission http://www.un.org/esa/dsd/csd/csd_pdfs/csd-17/CSD17_Shared Vision.pdf.   

Because of CSD’s close thematic association with both the mission and programs of the U.S. Department of Agriculture, USDA has played a vital role in informing and shaping USG messages in the negotiations and by providing active participation in the CSD on-site.  A key premise of USG participation in the CSD has been to stress the value of activities on the ground, inter alia programs, projects, partnerships.  Key USG activities included participation in or sponsorship of learning centers, side events, partnership events, weekend field trips, and USDA sponsorship and operation of an information booth displaying a variety of USG programs, projects and partnerships related to sustainable development and the multiple themes.  In addition, USDA staff provided lead negotiators in agriculture, rural development, and land with cross-cutting assistance on trade, biotechnology, and biofuels. Dominant issues at the 2009 meeting included food costs and job losses leading to reversals in global food security and poverty alleviation; the global financial crisis affecting access to credit; use of ethanol and other biofuels and their recent and potential impact on grain and soybean demand; food supplies and prices; global warming and climate change; status of the Doha Development Round; and general issues of sustainability of agriculture. Particular attention was paid to issues of land use, planning, property rights (titles, etc.) and problems related to drought and desertification, including risk management and adaptation. The importance of targeting programs to women and small holders was stressed. The United States emphasized the importance of investments in science, technology and education for agriculture and rural communities, sound agricultural policies and cost-effective uses of information-based technology. Also stressed was the importance of building or strengthening institutions such as public or private sector extension for effective  outreach, cooperatives leading to strong value chains and empowerment of local producers and communities. 
U.S. Delegation for CSD-17: Led by USDA Deputy Secretary Kathleen Merrigan and Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Environment and Sustainable Development, Bureau of Oceans and International Environmental and Scientific Affairs (OES), Reno Harnish. The U.S. Delegation included core staff from the State Department and USDA, with additional participation from the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the Department of the Interior and the Millennium Challenge Corporation and other agencies. 

USDA Delegation:  USDA contributed approximately 20 staff to the CSD-17during the two week period. Carol Kramer-LeBlanc (Office of the Chief Economist), Greg Ruark (National Agroforestry Center) and Jeff Herrick, (Agricultural Research Center) were lead negotiators for agriculture, rural development and land, respectively. Gregory Crosby and Hiram Larew, (Cooperative State Research, Extension and Economics Service) participated on negotiation teams as well as organizing side events. Wendell Dennis (Foreign Agricultural Service) coordinated USG negotiation response to trade issues. Linda Parker (Forest Service) organized and managed the very well-regarded USG booth which was staffed on a rotating basis by 10 USDA experts and other experts from additional USG agencies. Additionally, numerous staff from across the Department contributed to the preparation of background papers and case studies or participated in learning centers, partnerships or side events on site.  The Office of the Chief Economist and CSREES supported the “Rural Urban Linkages” weekend events including urban farm tour and a marketing tour to Hunts Point.  
Background:  The United Nations’ Commission on Sustainable Development (CSD) was established in 1992 as an outcome of the Earth Summit held in Rio de Janeiro that year, to ensure effective execution of Agenda 21, the policy document negotiated at the Earth Summit. The CSD also provides policy guidance on follow-up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development’s Johannesburg Plan of Implementation (2002).The CSD is distinct from other UN organizations in its designation of “major groups” and the inclusion of their official representatives in the work of the Commission. Groups include:  1) children and youth; 2) local authorities; 3) the scientific and technological community; 4) women; 5) indigenous people; 6) workers and trade unions; 7) business and industry; and, 8) farmers.  
In May 2008 and May 2009, CSD-17 representatives from approximately 75 countries and eight major groups addressed global sustainability challenges and gains along with policy needs in each of the six thematic areas:  Agriculture, Rural Development, Land, Drought, Desertification, and Africa, having reviewed best practices and lessons learned in CSD-16 in 2008. A mix of environmental and agricultural ministers attended CSD.  The coincidence of the CSD session with a period of volatile food costs and concerns over global food security and reversals in poverty gains lent particular significance to the Commission’s work. UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon addressed Ministers in the General Assembly and urged Ministers and Delegates to seek solutions through sustainable agriculture to problems of global food insecurity and environmental sustainability.
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