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Forest Service Sustainability

Highlights and Outcomes   2007-2008

The mission of the Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the Nation’s forest and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations.  Sustainability is a guiding principle for all parts of the agency and the work of all employees.   Agency responsibilities and programs include the sustainable management of over 190 million acres of public lands, sustainable operation of forest service facilitates, technical and financial assistance to states, communities, and conservation organizations for the sustainable management of private forests, the conduct of research and the monitoring of trends in the extent, condition, health of forest lands and the services they provide, and engagement in international issues and policy development.

Developing Science-based Indicators of Forest Sustainability

The Forest Service has provided leadership in the development of indicators for sustainable forests and landscape management using the Montreal Process criteria as a foundation.   Application of sustainability indicators at multiple scales helps to monitor trends in the Nation’s forests.  Local pilot projects (LUCID) were implemented to link local communities to national sustainability interests. For example,  Baltimore County, MD published a “State of Our Forests” indicators report in 2007 that helped to launch a local “Green Renaissance” Initiative. The Forest Service has collaborated with states like Wisconsin, New Hampshire, and Oregon to complete regional sustainability assessments and plans with indicators for tracking trends in forest condition in the future.  
Completing the National Report on Sustainable Forests

The Forest Service is completing a second National Report on Sustainable Forests.  The 2010 version of the Report will update and expand on the first report published in 2003.  These reports are part of our continuing commitment to the Montreal Process--the group of 12 countries that first came together in 1994 to develop and implement internationally agreed upon criteria and indicators for the conservation and sustainable management of temperate and boreal forests.  The 2010 Report involves the work of over 20 scientists and forestry professionals within the Forest Service along with numerous outside collaborators, and includes a comprehensive range of issues and information sources relevant to the sustainable management of our Nation’s forests.  An external review draft of the 2010 Report was released for public comment on December 11, 2008.  Copies can be found at www.fs.fed.us/research/sustain/. 
In addition to the Report, the Forest Service is constructing a website for user-specified delivery of the data.  The site will provide information on various aspects of forest sustainability criteria and indicator reporting which can be queried for customized use.

Engaging Stakeholders through Sustainability Roundtables

Begun in 1999, the Forest Service continues to co-lead a Roundtable process that brings together federal and state agencies, local governments, academics and non-profit groups to share data and promote better dialogue and thus better decision making for natural resources.  The Forest Service actively engages three national stakeholder forums – the Roundtable on Sustainable Forests, the Sustainable Rangelands Roundtable and the Sustainable Water Resource Roundtable.  These forums have advanced domestic use of indicators of sustainability based on social economic and ecological factors and stimulated the implementation of sustainable forest policies and initiatives at the state and local government levels.  

Building a Green Infrastructure Approach to Planning
The green infrastructure approach brings interested publics together to create a vision that conserves essential resources, protects community assets and helps guide future development in a sustainable way.   Green infrastructure is a planned and managed network of natural lands and open space that sustains desired ecosystem services.  The Forest Service has worked closely with the Conservation Fund and other partners to lead the development of tools and to train hundreds in green infrastructure assessment and mapping techniques.   In 2008, a “Community of Practice” network was formed to provide continual sharing of success stores and to further advance policy and programs. 
Providing National Leadership in Sustainable Operations
The focus of the Forest Service’s Sustainable Operations effort is to substantially reduce the environmental footprint of the Forest Service and to serve as a leading example of a green organization. By practicing best sustainable practices, Forest Service business operations will exceed green standards in fleet, transportation, energy, water, purchasing and waste management. A Sustainable Operations performance standard was implemented for all supervisory and managerial position performance plans in FY 2008 and a recognition program for superior performance and innovation was established. The Forest Service has established the following goals for Sustainable Operations:
· Achieve zero emissions by 2015 in fleet and transportation sectors (vehicles, petroleum consumption and alternative fuel use).
· Become an energy neutral Agency by 2020; 25% by 2012; 50% by 2016; and 100% by 2020 through energy efficiency, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, using renewable power, and improving building performance, and electronics management.

· Be a world leader in water conservation and water source protection by 2020. 
· Achieve 40% waste diversion by 2010 and exceed sustainable waste prevention and recycling business practices throughout all Forest Service program activities.

· All purchased goods and services and the performance of our suppliers, contractors, and partners will exceed green standards in production, packaging, storage, supply chain and delivery.  

In 2008, the Forest Service hosted the first ever “Virtual” Sustainable Operations Summit. Using virtual conferencing technology, over 350 people were able to participate in the Summit without travel; saving 287 metric tons of CO2e from release to the atmosphere. Info at: www.fs.fed.us/sustainableoperations/
Improving the Sustainability of Private Forests Across Landscapes
Forest Service programs that assist private forest landowners are being redesigned to better shape forest land use on a landscape scale and optimize public benefits from trees and forests for current and future generations.

Future investments are being better focused on critical issues and opportunities that contribute to national themes. These themes are: Conserve Working Forest Landscapes; Protect Forests from Harm; Enhance Public Benefits from Trees and Forests.  A national assessment is underway that will produce a geospatial decision support system to characterize forest conditions, trends and opportunities across the nation and to inform national level priorities for investment of S&PF funding and resources.  
Comprehensive state forest resource assessments and strategies, begun in 2008, are being collaboratively developed under state forestry leadership to assess forest conditions, identify high priority forest landscapes, and outline sustainable strategies for addressing landscapes and identified issues.  A percentage of S&PF funding is being distributed competitively, guided by these themes, priorities, and desired performance outcomes.
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