Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:45 a.m. EDT (NOAA)

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Wednesday - June 29, 2016


In the West, sunny, hot weather is maintaining high irrigation requirements but promoting fieldwork, although
monsoon showers have increased over the Four Corners and Southwest. Short-term dryness has become
pronounced in coastal portions of the Northwest.



On the Plains, winter wheat harvesting was progressing rapidly across southern portions of the region.
Meanwhile, locally heavy showers are easing short-term dryness but slowing fieldwork on the central Plains.



In the Corn Belt, sunny skies and below-normal temperatures are benefiting corn and soybean development.
Nationally, corn and soybeans were rated 75 and 72 percent good to excellent, respectively, as of June 26.



In the South, showers are mostly confined to southern-most portions of the region. Moderate to severe drought
persists from the eastern Delta into the southern Appalachians. As of June 26, topsoil moisture was rated 50
percent or more short to very short in Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia.

Outlook: For the remainder of the workweek, high pressure will maintain sunny skies across most of the eastern
and southern U.S., with cooler-than-normal weather from the Corn Belt into the Northeast contrasting with
lingering warmth over the Gulf Coast States. Showers will persist, however, in the western Corn Belt and central
Plains, where rain could be locally heavy. During the upcoming holiday weekend, an area of low pressure will
develop over the central High Plains and track eastward, producing a swath of increasingly heavy rain from the
central Plains to the southern Corn Belt, reaching the southern Mid-Atlantic Region by early next week. Five-day
rainfall totals are expected to top 5 inches in parts of Kansas, northern Oklahoma, and western Missouri. Farther
west, monsoon showers will continue over the Four Corners and Southwest, with lighter showers spreading as far
north as the central and northern Rockies. Hot, seasonably dry weather is expected over the Pacific Coast States.
The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for July 4 – 8 calls for near- to above-normal temperatures across the contiguous
U.S., with the greatest likelihood of abnormal warmth over the Great Plains, western Corn Belt, and Gulf Coast
Region. Meanwhile, above-normal precipitation from the Upper Midwest into the Southeast will contrast with
drier-than-normal weather in the Northwest, western Gulf Coast, and Northeast.
Contact: Eric Luebehusen, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-3361)
Web Site: http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Daily/TODAYSWX.pdf
Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist.
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products.
The next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Tuesday, July 12. On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EDT.

