Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:45 a.m. EDT (NOAA)

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Friday - May 27, 2016


In the West, cool, dry weather prevails, except for lingering precipitation in the central Rockies. A freeze
warning is in effect early today in the Klamath Basin of south-central Oregon and northernmost California.



On the Plains, heavy showers and thunderstorms are triggering flash flooding in parts of central and eastern
Texas. Farther north, a chilly rain is falling across the central High Plains. Wetness has become a concern
across parts of the southern Plains due to disease pressure on winter wheat and fieldwork delays. Only 6% of
Texas’ winter wheat had been harvested by May 22, compared to the 5-year average of 10%.



In the Corn Belt, showers and thunderstorms are slowing late-season planting efforts across the upper Midwest.
Meanwhile in the eastern Corn Belt, warm, mostly dry conditions are conducive to spring fieldwork operations
that until recently have been frequently delayed.



In the South, showers have spread as far east as the Mississippi Delta. In recent days, parts of the mid-South—
including northeastern Arkansas—have been especially wet. In contrast, warm, dry weather in the Southeast
favors fieldwork and crop development.

Outlook: Active weather will continue across the nation’s mid-section through the Memorial Day weekend and into
the middle of next week. As a result, widespread showers and thunderstorms could lead to additional rainfall totals
of 1 to 3 inches, with locally higher amounts, throughout the Plains, upper Midwest, and mid-South. Some of the
thunderstorms could result in high winds, large hail, and isolated tornadoes. Meanwhile, lingering showers from the
Sierra Nevada to the central Rockies will gradually subside, accompanied by a Western warming trend. Elsewhere,
the formation of a U.S.-bound tropical cyclone is expected north of the Bahamas during the weekend. During the
holiday weekend, rainfall associated with the tropical system should arrive across the middle and southern Atlantic
States. The NWS 6- to 10-day outlook for June 1 – 5 calls for the likelihood of above-normal temperatures in the
East and West, while cooler-than-normal conditions should occur across much of the nation’s mid-section, including
the central and southern Plains. Meanwhile, above-normal rainfall from the central and southern Rockies to the
Atlantic Coast will contrast with drier-than-normal weather from the Pacific Coast to the northern High Plains.
Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)
Web Site: http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Daily/TODAYSWX.pdf
Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist.
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products.
The next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Friday, June 10. On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EDT.

