Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:45 a.m. EDT (NOAA)

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Wednesday - August 24, 2016


In the West, several new wildfires have ignited in recent days across the interior Northwest. Meanwhile, hot
weather is returning to portions of the Pacific Coast States and starting to spread inland. Currently, monsoonrelated showers are mostly confined to the central and southern Rockies.



On the Plains, cool, dry, breezy weather prevails across northern portions of the region, where small grain
harvesting continues. Farther south, a band of rain across the southern High Plains and portions of the central
Plains is providing generally beneficial moisture for rangeland, pastures, and immature summer crops.



In the Corn Belt, showers and thunderstorms in the vicinity of a cold front stretch from Michigan to Missouri.
In advance of the front, warm weather favors summer crop maturation. Meanwhile, cool, dry, breezy weather is
overspreading the Dakotas.



In the South, warm, humid, mostly dry weather prevails. The region remains a mix of wet and dry areas, with
the most significant drought occurring in a broad area centered on the southern Appalachians. In contrast,
recovery efforts continue in flood-ravaged sections of southern Louisiana.

Outlook: Late-summer heat will return to the East and the Far West, while a surge of cool air will briefly cover
much of the nation’s mid-section. During the weekend, however, temperatures will rebound to near- or abovenormal levels in the central U.S., while late-season heat will persist in the East and West. During the next 5 days,
the most significant plume of moisture will stretch from southern sections of the Rockies and Plains into the Great
Lakes region, resulting in 1- to 5-inch rainfall totals. In contrast, the Far West and the Mid-Atlantic States will
remain mostly dry. During the weekend, a tropical wave (or potential tropical storm) could result in heavy showers
and local flooding in the southern Atlantic region, especially across southern Florida. The NWS 6- to 10-day
outlook for August 29 – September 2 calls for the likelihood of near- to above-normal temperatures nationwide,
except for cooler-than-normal conditions in northern California. The odds of late-summer heat will be greatest in
the eastern U.S. Meanwhile, below-normal rainfall across most of the western half of the U.S. will contrast with
wetter-than-normal weather in the Midwestern and Atlantic Coast States, as well as the Pacific Northwest.
Contact: Brad Rippey, Agricultural Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2397)
Web Site: http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Daily/TODAYSWX.pdf
Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist.
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products.
The next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Monday, Sep. 12. On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EDT.

