Satellite image with enhanced low cloud-top temperatures for 6:45 a.m. EDT (NOAA)

Agricultural Weather Highlights – Friday - July 22, 2016


In the West, monsoon-related showers remain active across the Four Corners States. Showers also dot the
Northwest, accompanied by a push of cooler air, maintaining mostly favorable conditions for spring-sown
crops.



On the Plains, temperatures above 100°F can be expected across a broad area for the third consecutive day.
Very humid weather persists as well, maintaining stress on crops and livestock.



In the Corn Belt, scattered showers and locally severe thunderstorms are providing local relief from dry
conditions across the lower Great Lakes region. Elsewhere, hot, humid weather has resulted in the issuance of
heat advisories and excessive heat warnings. However, high temperatures above 95°F have been, and will
continue to be, mostly restricted to the western and southern fringes of the Corn Belt.



In the South, hot weather is maintaining high moisture demands for crops and pastures. Scattered showers are
providing local relief in the Southeast, but other areas—including the western Gulf Coast region—remain dry.

Outlook: Despite oppressive humidity and stressful conditions for livestock and humans, most Midwestern summer
crops should escape the current heat wave with only brief periods of temperatures reaching 95°F or higher. By next
week, Midwestern temperatures should return to mostly favorable levels, with extreme heat retreating into the South
and West. In addition, much of the Midwest will continue to experience regular showers and thunderstorms, with 5day totals reaching 1 to 3 inches in many locations from the Dakotas into the Ohio Valley. Showers will be less
organized across the Southeast and Southwest, although some locations may receive 1 to 2 inches or more. In
contrast, little or no rain will fall in the south-central U.S. and from California to the northern Rockies. The NWS
6- to 10-day outlook for July 27 – 31 calls for the likelihood of hotter-than-normal conditions in the East, South, and
West, while temperatures should be close to normal in the western Corn Belt and the northern half of the Plains.
Meanwhile, near- to above-normal rainfall across most of the country will contrast with drier-than-normal weather in
the Deep South and the Northwest.
Contact: Mark Brusberg, Deputy Chief Meteorologist, USDA/OCE/WAOB, Washington, D.C. (202-720-2012)
Web Site: http://www.usda.gov/oce/weather/pubs/Daily/TODAYSWX.pdf
Product issued by USDA’s World Agricultural Outlook Board, Office of the Chief Economist.
The outlook is an interpretation of National Weather Service (NWS) forecasts and products.
The next scheduled noon release of the “Agricultural Weather Highlights” will be Tuesday, August 12. On other weekdays, this product will be posted by 9 am EDT.

