WORLD AGRICULTURAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS
July 12, 2016
1 - UNITED STATES
The U.S. experienced its warmest June on record,
although periods of extreme heat were mostly confined to
the West and South. Above-normal temperatures
covered the Midwest, with the most consistent warmth
occurring in the southwestern Corn Belt. Pockets of
dryness accompanied the June warmth, leading to
localized Midwestern drought development. Still,
Midwestern corn and soybeans were overall in better
condition by early July than at the same time a year ago.
Other areas experiencing June drought development
were parts of the Northeast and interior Southeast.
Between those regions, a late-month deluge triggered
deadly flooding in the central Appalachians. Farther
west, most of the Plains remained free of drought, despite
a warm June, courtesy of scattered showers and the
lingering benefits of a wet spring. However, June rain
was neither heavy nor sustained enough to prevent rapid
northward progress of the winter wheat harvest, which
had gotten off to a slow start across the southern Plains.
Elsewhere, hot, mostly dry weather resulted in rapid
winter wheat maturation in the Northwest, where the
harvest began ahead of schedule. The remainder of the
western U.S. also experienced a hot month. However,
the Southwestern monsoon arrived a few days early,
leading to a late-month increase in shower activity.
2 - CANADA
Warm, showery weather maintained overall favorable
conditions for Prairie spring grains and oilseeds. In
contrast, unseasonable June dryness lowered corn
and soybean prospects in Ontario.
3 - SOUTH AMERICA
An unusual early-June freeze damaged immature
second-crop corn in Parana, one of Brazil’s leading
producers. Meanwhile, the continuation of warmth
and dryness in central Brazil accelerated maturation of
corn and cotton. In Argentina, an extended period of
dry weather allowed soybean harvesting to near
completion. Wet weather returned at the end of June,
however, renewing delays in corn and cotton
harvesting.
4 - EUROPE
A second consecutive month of much-above-normal
rainfall caused lodging, lowered quality, and reduced yield
prospects for reproductive to filling winter wheat and
rapeseed. Rain was heaviest in England, France, and
Germany, where impacts were the greatest. Showers
and thunderstorms in Italy and the Balkans boosted soil
moisture for vegetative summer crops. Occasional rain in
Poland and the Baltic States likewise improved soil
moisture for spring grains and later-developing winter
crops. Dry, warm weather in Spain favored wheat and
barley harvesting.
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8 - SOUTH ASIA
Monsoon rainfall arrived up to ten days late in many
parts of India. Nevertheless, the monsoon was well
established by the end of June and rainfall totals for
the month were above normal in all but northeastern
rice areas and far western cotton areas. Planting of
most major crops was lagging last year’s pace
according to the Ministry of Agriculture, due to the
delayed monsoon onset and farmers switching to
other crops. In other parts of the region, rice
continued to receive seasonable rainfall in Sri Lanka
and Bangladesh, while planting of irrigated rice and
cotton continued in Pakistan.
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5 - FSU-WESTERN
Wet weather during early June maintained or boosted
winter crop prospects in the region. Winter wheat yields in
Ukraine and Russia further benefited from warm, dry
weather later in the month during grain fill. Soil moisture
was in good supply at month’s end for corn and
sunflowers, which were approaching or entering
reproduction.
6 - FSU-EASTERN
After a favorably dry May for spring wheat planting,
above-normal June rainfall boosted soil moisture supplies
for crop establishment in Kazakhstan and central Russia.
Warm, occasionally showery weather in Uzbekistan
favored the development of irrigated cotton.
7 - MIDDLE EAST AND TURKEY
In Turkey, excessive heat during late June had little
adverse impact on corn, which had not yet reached the
tassel stage of development. By early July, the heat
abated as corn entered reproduction. Meanwhile,
showers over much of Turkey provided supplemental soil
moisture for irrigated summer crops. Elsewhere,
seasonably dry, hot weather promoted winter grain
harvesting.
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9 - EASTERN ASIA
Wet June weather hampered winter wheat harvesting
on the North China Plain and lowered wheat quality.
In addition, heavy rainfall caused flooding in eastern
sections of the Yangtze River Basin. In contrast,
above-normal rainfall was welcomed in other parts of
China, benefiting vegetative corn and soybeans in
the northeast, as well as rice and other summer
crops in the south. Elsewhere in the region, drierthan-normal weather occurred in most rice areas on
the Korean Peninsula, with South Korea
experiencing the driest conditions. Meanwhile,
rainfall was near to above normal in Japan,
benefiting rice.
10 - SOUTHEAST ASIA
Near- to above-normal monsoon rainfall in June
aided rice across Indochina (Thailand and environs).
In addition to benefiting wet-season rice, the
consistently showery weather increased reservoir
levels for dry-season rice that will be planted in the
late autumn. Similarly, seasonable rainfall
throughout much of the Philippines kept rice and corn
well watered, although regions in the north continued
to be drier than normal. Meanwhile, oil palm areas in
Indonesia and Malaysia received near-normal
rainfall, but more showers would be welcomed in
Malaysia to erase long-term moisture deficits.
11 - AUSTRALIA
During June, above-normal rainfall in southern and
eastern Australia further boosted moisture supplies
for vegetative winter grains and oilseeds, maintaining
good to excellent early-season yield prospects.
Similarly, near-normal rainfall in Western Australia
sustained adequate topsoil moisture for winter crops,
favoring wheat, barley, and canola development.

