WORLD AGRICULTURAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS
September 12, 2016
8 - SOUTH ASIA

1 - UNITED STATES
Mid-August downpours from an unnamed disturbance
caused extensive flooding in southern Louisiana and
soaked a much broader area stretching from the western
Gulf Coast region into parts of the Midwest. The
Southern rain and flooding led to degradations in quality
for a variety of unharvested summer crops, including rice
and sorghum. Farther north, showery weather brought
drought relief to the eastern Corn Belt but increased
disease pressure for some Midwestern corn and
soybeans. In contrast, hot, dry weather persisted from
the Pacific Coast to the Intermountain West, stressing
rain-fed crops but promoting fieldwork and crop
maturation. Across the nation’s mid-section, scattered
showers and moderate temperatures provided generally
favorable growing conditions. In spite of minor fieldwork
delays on the northern Plains, small grain harvesting
neared completion by month’s end. Elsewhere, the worst
Northeastern drought in more than a decade persisted or
intensified, despite a few August showers, while rain
provided some drought relief across the interior
Southeast. At month’s end, Tropical Storm Hermine—
later a hurricane—formed over the eastern Gulf of
Mexico. In early September, Hermine’s heavy rain and
gusty winds threatened the quality of unharvested crops,
including open-boll cotton, in the southern Atlantic region.
2 - CANADA
A drying trend that began in mid-August favored the
early stages of spring grain and oilseed harvesting
across the southern Prairies. In Ontario, August
showers gave a late-season boost in moisture to
soybeans and helped to replenish topsoil moisture for
the upcoming winter wheat crop, but the rainfall came
too late to significantly improve corn prospects.
3 - SOUTH AMERICA
In August, above-normal rainfall maintained adequate
to locally excessive levels of moisture for wheat in key
production areas of southern Brazil, and early showers
may have encouraged corn planting in central
locations. Generally drier conditions favored late corn
harvesting in Argentina, although northern showers
hampered fieldwork, including some cotton harvesting.
4 - EUROPE
Warm, dry weather during August promoted late winter
crop harvesting as well as summer crop drydown over
much of the continent. However, dry, hot conditions in
Spain and France reduced soil moisture for winter crop
planting and trimmed prospects for late-filling corn and
sunflowers. Showers in the lower Balkans improved
topsoil moisture for winter wheat planting and
establishment while improving prospects for late-filling
corn, soybeans, and sunflowers. Periods of rain in far
northern Europe slowed fieldwork but benefited filling
small grains.

2

4

1

5

Heavy monsoon showers continued in India, with the
highest monthly totals occurring in central parts of
the country. Most eastern rice areas received nearto above-normal rainfall, maintaining adequate to
abundant soil moisture and water supplies.
Meanwhile, excessively wet weather continued in
central and western India, maintaining saturated
soybean fields and lowering yield prospects. In
contrast, monsoon showers diminished in nearby
cotton areas to the south, with most areas receiving
below-normal rainfall for August. In other parts of
the region, irrigation supplies remained favorable for
rice and cotton in Pakistan, as well as for rice in
Bangladesh. However, unseasonably dry weather
limited available water for rice in Sri Lanka.
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5 - FSU-WESTERN
In August, drier- and warmer-than-normal weather
trimmed yields for late-reproductive to filling summer
crops but facilitated final winter wheat harvesting.
Nevertheless, corn and sunflower prospects remained
overall favorable due to abundant spring and earlysummer rainfall. However, locally heavy showers were
observed in parts of western and southern Russia. In
contrast, soil moisture remained in short supply for filling
summer crops in western and southeastern Ukraine.
6 - FSU-EASTERN
Dry, warm weather during August accelerated spring
wheat drydown and harvesting across Kazakhstan and
neighboring portions of Russia. However, locally hot, dry
conditions adversely impacted filling spring wheat in the
southeastern Volga District. Seasonable warmth in
southern portions of the region favored cotton maturation.
7 - MIDDLE EAST AND TURKEY
During August, seasonably dry, hot weather promoted
fieldwork and summer crop maturation in Turkey.
Harvesting of corn and sunflowers was underway, while
cotton harvesting began by early September.
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9 - EASTERN ASIA
Untimely dryness continued in parts of northeastern
China during August. The dryness increased stress
on reproductive corn and soybeans in western
sections of Heilongjiang and neighboring areas of
Inner Mongolia and Jilin. To the south, mostly drierthan-normal weather aided maturation and
harvesting of summer crops in the Yangtze Valley
and parts of the North China Plain. Meanwhile,
unusual tropical activity along the eastern seaboard
of Japan featured five tropical cyclones in a span of
seven days, pushing monthly rainfall totals well
above normal.
10 - SOUTHEAST ASIA
Most rice areas in Indochina received near-to abovenormal rainfall during August, with Thailand, in
particular, benefiting from improved rainfall compared
to the past two years. The rainfall kept rainfed rice
adequately watered while also increasing reservoir
levels for irrigated rice. Much of the month’s rainfall
was a result of a tropical cyclone (Dianmu) making
landfall in northern Vietnam. Meanwhile in the
Philippines, heavier-than-normal monsoon showers
in the northwest kept rice well watered but caused
some minor flooding.
11 - AUSTRALIA
In August, above-normal rainfall in southern
Queensland and New South Wales kept soil moisture
abundant to locally excessive. The rain caused local
flooding but maintained good to excellent yield
prospects for wheat, barley, and canola while
increasing irrigation supplies in advance of upcoming
summer crop sowing. Elsewhere in the wheat belt,
intermittent showers and sun continued to favor
winter grain and oilseed development in southern
and western Australia. Similar to eastern Australia,
crop prospects were very good in these latter areas.

