WORLD AGRICULTURAL WEATHER HIGHLIGHTS
October 12, 2016
8 - SOUTH ASIA

1 - UNITED STATES
September opened with Hurricane Hermine making
landfall on Florida’s Gulf coast and ended with powerful
Hurricane Matthew—bound for the southeastern U.S.—
crossing the Caribbean Sea. Also, Tropical Storm Julia
contributed to locally heavy rain along the Atlantic Coast.
Meanwhile, remnant moisture from several Pacific tropical
cyclones—including Tropical Storm Roslyn and
Hurricanes Newton and Paine—reached the
southwestern U.S. In contrast, the interior Southeast
experienced a hot, dry month, promoting summer crop
maturation and harvesting but depleting soil moisture and
curtailing pasture growth. Farther north, downpours
impeded fieldwork and resulted in late-month flooding
across parts of the upper Midwest. The Plains and the
remainder of the Midwest were not as wet, allowing
fieldwork to proceed with only minor delays. Elsewhere,
alternating periods of cool and warm weather prevailed in
the western U.S., while in California, late-month heat
favored crop maturation and fieldwork.
2 - CANADA
Periods of locally heavy rain disrupted harvesting of
Prairie spring grains and oilseeds during September and
early October. In Ontario, infrequent showers were timely
for germination and establishment of winter wheat, while
likely causing only minor delays in fieldwork, including
harvesting of corn and soybeans.
3 - SOUTH AMERICA
During September, extended periods of dryness aided
the final stages of summer crop harvesting in Argentina,
although the southern wheat belt received some
beneficial rain. Early-October showers improved
prospects of newly-sown corn and sunflowers
throughout most of Argentina. In southern Brazil,
periods of dry weather supported wheat harvesting and
the early stages of corn and soybean planting. In central
Brazil, sporadic showers encouraged some corn and
soybean planting in Mato Grosso, which increased
following an intensification of seasonal rainfall during the
early part of October.
4 - EUROPE
In September, drier-than-normal weather reduced soil
moisture for winter crop planting and establishment
across much of western and northern Europe. On the
other hand, small grain and summer crop harvesting
proceeded without interruption in these same growing
areas. Near- to above-normal rainfall in southeastern
Europe improved moisture supplies for winter wheat and
rapeseed emergence, but the rain was too late to aid
drought-afflicted summer crops in the lower Danube
River Valley.

4 5
7

2
1

A delayed withdrawal of the monsoon brought lateseason showers to much of India, particularly the
west. Rainfall lingered across western cotton areas
through much of September and into October,
boosting soil moisture and water supplies for a crop
that can be harvested well into December. The wet
weather was mostly unwelcome in other parts of
India as summer (kharif) crops (including oilseeds
and rice) begin to mature. In other parts of the
region, dry weather facilitated rice and cotton
harvesting in Pakistan.
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5 - FSU-WESTERN
Intensifying drought further depleted soil moisture for
winter wheat establishment from central Ukraine into
Belarus. In contrast, timely rain maintained favorable
moisture supplies for winter wheat planting and
establishment in Russia and eastern Ukraine.
6 - FSU-EASTERN
Conditions were overall favorable for spring wheat
harvesting in Kazakhstan and central Russia, though
showers delayed fieldwork in western growing areas.
Similarly, seasonable dryness favored maturing cotton in
Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan, and Turkmenistan.
7 - MIDDLE EAST AND TURKEY
In Turkey and Iran, late-month showers boosted irrigation
reserves and increased soil moisture for winter grain
establishment. However, the brief period of wet weather
did not significantly slow summer crop harvesting.
Warmth and dryness elsewhere in the Middle East
favored drydown and harvesting of summer crops.
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9 - EASTERN ASIA
A series of typhoons during September and into
October brought heavy showers and excessive
wetness to mature rice and other summer crops in
Taiwan and southeastern China, as well as
southeastern South Korea and much of Japan. In
northeastern China unfavorably wet weather
continued for maturing corn and soybeans in
northeastern China, likely affecting quality.
Additionally, a season-ending freeze occurred in late
September across parts of the northeast. In contrast,
beneficially dry weather prevailed across the North
China Plain and through much of the Yangtze Valley,
benefiting summer crop harvesting.
10 - SOUTHEAST ASIA
Heavy showers prevailed throughout much of the
region during September and early October, with
most areas receiving near- to above-normal rainfall
for the month. In Thailand, the rainfall aided
reproductive rice as well as increased irrigation
supplies. Meanwhile in the Philippines, monsoon
showers, enhanced by tropical cyclones passing to
the north, benefited rice and corn from western
Luzon to Mindanao. However, key corn-producing
districts in eastern Luzon were much drier than
normal and yield prospects declined as a result. In
southern portions of the region, seasonable showers
continued to improve long-term soil moisture for oil
palm in Malaysia and Indonesia.
11 - AUSTRALIA
During September, above-normal rainfall in southern
and eastern Australia maintained abundant to locally
excessive soil moisture for reproductive winter grains
and oilseeds and significantly increased reservoir
levels for irrigated summer crops. The excessive
rains caused local flooding and slowed early summer
crop planting but sustained overall good to excellent
yield prospects for winter crops that were not directly
impacted by the flooding. In Western Australia, nearnormal rainfall continued to favor wheat, barley, and
canola development, but occasional frost may have
trimmed local yield prospects somewhat.

