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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

EUROPE:  Heat and dryness returned to the Balkans, while much-

needed rain arrived on the Iberian Peninsula. 

 

FSU-WESTERN:  Dry, warm weather reduced soil moisture for winter 

wheat establishment in southern portions of the region. 

 

FSU-EASTERN:  Dry weather accelerated spring wheat harvesting 

toward completion in Russia, while the Kazakhstan spring wheat 

harvest campaign was virtually complete. 

 

MIDDLE EAST:  Mostly dry weather favored winter grain planting 

after last week’s showers. 

 

SOUTH ASIA:  The monsoon withdrew from northwestern India as dry 

weather throughout much of India facilitated summer crop 

harvesting. 

 



EAST ASIA:  Showers slowed maturation and harvesting in 

northeastern China, while beneficially warm, dry conditions aided 

summer crop drydown on the North China Plain and in the Yangtze 

Valley. 

 

SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Monsoon rains continued to provide late-season 

moisture to reproductive rice in Thailand. 

 

AUSTRALIA:  Showers benefited winter grains and oilseeds in 

Western Australia, while little rain fell across the southeast. 

 

ARGENTINA:  Cool, dry weather slowed growth of winter grains. 

 

BRAZIL:  Seasonal showers promoted soybean planting. 

 

MEXICO:  Showers intensified throughout the south and northwest, 

giving a late-season boost to rain-fed summer crops and 

reservoirs. 

 

CANADIAN PRAIRIES:  Spring grain and oilseed harvesting was 

rapidly nearing completion. 

 

EASTERN CANADA:  Drier, albeit cooler, conditions spurred late 

winter wheat planting and harvesting of summer crops.



EUROPE:  Locally heavy rainfall over western and southern Europe 

contrasted with dry, increasingly hot conditions in the Balkans. 

A slow-moving storm system generated moderate to heavy rain (25-

100 mm) from the Iberian Peninsula into France and the United 

Kingdom.  The rain boosted soil moisture and irrigation reserves 

for upcoming winter wheat and barley planting in Spain and Italy, 

but halted the later stages of small grain harvesting in France 

and the United Kingdom.  Somewhat lighter showers (10-40 mm) 

boosted moisture reserves for winter wheat and rapeseed in 

Germany, northwestern Poland, and the Low Countries.  Meanwhile, 

the benefits of last week’s rain in the Balkans were quickly 

undone by a return of sunny, hot weather (32-36°C).  

Consequently, prospects for winter wheat planting and 

establishment remained poor across much of southeastern Europe, 

with rain needed soon to ensure adequate moisture for uniform 

crop establishment.



FSU-WESTERN:  Showers benefited northern winter crops, while dry, 

sunny weather across the south accelerated fieldwork but reduced 

soil moisture.  A strengthening ridge of high pressure brought 

dry, increasingly warm weather (up to 7°C above normal) across 

eastern Ukraine and southern Russia.  The sunny skies facilitated 

a rapid pace of winter crop planting, although daytime highs 

approaching or exceeding 30°C increased evaporative losses.  Soil 

moisture shortages were most pronounced from eastern Ukraine into 

northern and western portions of the Southern District, 

highlighting the need for rain to ensure uniform winter wheat 

establishment.  Meanwhile, showers around the perimeter of the 

high benefited winter crops from central Ukraine (10-40 mm) and 

eastern Belarus (10-20 mm) into central and northern Russia (5-50 

mm).



FSU-EASTERN:  Dry, warm weather accelerated spring wheat 

harvesting in the north and cotton harvesting in the south.  An 

area of high pressure provided sunny skies and near- to above-

normal temperatures (1-3°C above normal) across the entire 

region, promoting the later stages of spring wheat harvesting in 

Russia and cotton maturation and harvesting in southern crop 

districts.  Kazakhstan’s spring wheat harvesting campaign was 

virtually completed as of the end of September.  



MIDDLE EAST:  Seasonably dry weather continued, although showers 

developed in northern Iran.  High pressure maintained sunny skies 

and above-normal temperatures across most of the region, 

promoting winter wheat and barley planting.  Rain typically 

arrives across the eastern Mediterranean in late September and 

early October, and showers were falling in southern and central 

Turkey as of October 1.  Meanwhile, locally heavy showers (25-135 

mm) were reported along Iran’s Caspian Sea Coast, although the 

rain fell outside of major winter grain areas.



SOUTH ASIA:  The monsoon withdrew from northwestern India, 

providing beneficially drier conditions for maturing cotton and 

rice.  Dry weather also occurred in eastern growing areas where 

rice harvesting was underway in most states.  Monsoon rains (25-

100 mm) were generally scattered and confined to the southern 

half of India, providing beneficial moisture to cotton and 

groundnuts in Gujarat and eastern Maharashtra as well as northern 

Andhra Pradesh. 



EAST ASIA:  An area of low pressure moved through northeastern 

China mid-weeks, bringing widespread showers for the latter half 

of the period.  The moisture was generally unwelcomed as soybeans 

and corn were maturing.  Temperatures averaged 1 to 2 degrees C 

above normal for the week, with isolated freezing temperatures in 

the northern outskirts of the main production area.  On the North 

China Plain, warm, dry weather aided maturation and harvesting of 

corn, cotton, and soybeans as brief showers during the middle 

part of the week caused few delays.  Mostly dry weather across 

the Yangtze Valley benefited harvesting of summer crops, while 

periodic rainfall (50-100 mm) in Sichuan slowed fieldwork.  

Meanwhile, Typhoon Jelawat weakened rapidly to a Category 1 

Typhoon by the end of the reporting period from a Category 5 

Super Typhoon (140 knot winds) just 4 days prior.  The storm was 

approaching Japan at week’s end. 



SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Monsoon showers (25-150 mm) continued across 

Thailand with the highest totals occurring in the Central Plain 

Region.  The rainfall maintained adequate moisture supplies for 

rice nearing maturation.  Late September represents the peak of 

the wet season in mainland Thailand as daily rainfall typically 

drops off rapidly through the remainder of the year.  Widespread 

showers also continued in Vietnam, increasing moisture supplies 

for winter rice but raising concerns over delays in coffee 

harvesting.  In the Philippines, seasonable showers (25-150 mm) 

maintained abundant moisture supplies for summer rice and corn in 

the latter stages of development.  Rainfall (25-125 mm) continued 

in oil palm areas of Malaysia as well as northern portions of 

Indonesia (Sumatra), increasing soil moisture for the crop.



AUSTRALIA:  For the second consecutive week, timely rain (10-20 

mm, locally more) in Western Australia helped stabilize prospects 

for winter grains and oilseeds.  In contrast, isolated showers 

(generally less than 5 mm) in South Australia, northern Victoria, 

and southern New South Wales provided little additional moisture 

for reproductive winter crops.  Elsewhere, widespread showers (5-

30 mm) overspread northern New South Wales and southern 

Queensland, providing a welcome boost in topsoil moisture for 

reproductive to filling winter wheat.  The rain likely caused 

only brief delays in summer crop planting.  Temperatures in the 

wheat belt were generally seasonable, averaging within about 1°C 

of normal. 



ARGENTINA:  Cool, dry weather slowed winter grain growth 

throughout the region.  Weekly average temperatures were 1 to 2°C 

below normal in most farming areas, mainly due to the mid-week 

passage of a cold front that dropped nighttime lows below 

freezing in southern agricultural areas (La Pampa, Buenos Aires, 

Cordoba, and neighboring locations in Santa Fe and Entre Rios). 

Both before and after the cold snap, however, daytime highs 

reached the lower and middle 20s (degrees C) in the south, 

promoting germination and vegetative growth of wheat and barley. 

Winter grains were still in vegetative stages of development in 

the affected areas and damage from the freeze, if any, was not 

significant.  Meanwhile, northern farming areas (notably Chaco 

and Formosa) recorded daytime highs in the middle 30s both before 

and after the cool down, when high temperatures only reached 20°C 

for a brief period.  According to Argentina’s Ministry of 

Agriculture, sunflowers were 30 percent planted as of September 

27, compared with 19 percent last year; the greatest progress was 

achieved in the warmer northern production areas.  Corn planting 

has reportedly begun as far south as Buenos Aires and the recent 

freeze may have affected plants that have already emerged. 



BRAZIL:  Beneficial rain continued throughout central Brazil, 

providing timely moisture for soybean germination.  Rainfall 

totaled 10 to 50 mm in the Center-West Region (Mato Grosso, 

Goias, and Mato Grosso do Sul), where planting was underway in 

response to the start of the summer rainy season.  However, the 

rainy season had not yet begun fully in the northeastern interior 

(Tocantins and western Bahia).  In spite of the regional increase 

in rainfall, above-normal temperatures (daytime highs approaching 

40°C) dominated a broad section of the Center-West and northeast, 

including many locations receiving some of the highest rainfall 

amounts.  In contrast, cooler conditions prevailed in southern 

Brazil, with weekly temperatures averaging 1 to 3°C below normal 

from Minas Gerais to Rio Grande do Sul.  Frosty weather was 

recorded in outlying southern farming areas, possibly resulting 

in some damage to vulnerable, early emerged winter wheat or 

summer row crops.  Unseasonably heavy rain (10-50 mm) fell in the 

southeast (Parana to southern Minas Gerais), where the moisture 

benefited early summer crop harvesting but was untimely for 

maturing winter wheat and the final stages of the sugarcane 

harvest.  In Rio Grande do Sul and Santa Catarina, drier weather 

helped to alleviate the impacts of excessive moisture on filling 

to maturing wheat following last week’s soaking rain, even though 

the cool weather slowed the drying process. 



MEXICO:  After a brief lull in seasonal rainfall, showers 

intensified throughout the south and northwest, increasing 

moisture reserves for late summer crop development and further 

replenishing irrigation reserves.  The northwestern rain (10-50 

mm, with local amounts in excess of 100 mm) was largely a result 

of tropical moisture associated with Hurricane Miriam, which 

stayed offshore, and Tropical Storm Norman, which formed off the 

coast of Sinaloa late in the week.  Farther south, scattered 

showers (5-50 mm) maintained overall favorable late-season levels 

of moisture for corn and other rain-fed crops on the southern 

plateau.  Somewhat heavier rain continued elsewhere in the 

southeast, with a notable increase from last week (25-100 mm) in 

and around northern Veracruz.  For a third consecutive week, 

rainfall in excess of 100 mm was recorded in the southern Gulf 

Coast Region (northern Oaxaca and southern Veracruz to Campeche), 

causing additional localized flooding. 



CANADIAN PRAIRIES:  Dry weather sustained a rapid pace of 

fieldwork throughout the Prairies.  Aside from some scattered 

light showers (accumulations mostly below 5 mm) in Manitoba and 

nearby locations in Saskatchewan, no rain fell over the majority 

of the agricultural districts.  Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 

3°C below normal in the wetter eastern region, which recorded a 

widespread season-ending freeze (nighttime lows of -7 to -2°C).  

In contrast, weekly temperatures averaged up to 4°C above normal 

in the west, which experienced only a patchy freeze.  Reports 

emanating from Canada depicted a rapid pace of maturation and 

harvesting, mitigating any potential impact from freezing 

conditions on late-planted spring grains and oilseeds. 



EASTERN CANADA:  Mostly dry, cool weather supported autumn 

fieldwork, including corn and soybean harvesting and the final 

stages of winter wheat planting.  Nearly all locations recorded 

rainfall totaling below 10 mm, with weekly average temperatures 

ranging from 1 to 2°C below normal in Quebec and far southeastern 

Ontario to 2 to 3°C below normal in the southwest.  Minimum 

temperatures fell below freezing in a few locations but the 

region continued to avoid a widespread killing freeze, fostering 

growth of emerging to vegetative wheat ahead of dormancy.  

 

This is the final weekly summary of the season; coverage will 

resume in the spring of 2013 upon the commencement of summer crop 

planting. 


