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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

EUROPE:  Dry weather over much of the continent favored fieldwork 

in central and northern crop areas but maintained drought in the 

Balkans. 

 

FSU-WESTERN:  Widespread showers hampered fieldwork but increased 

soil moisture for winter crop planting and establishment. 

 

FSU-EASTERN:  Mostly dry weather promoted spring wheat 

harvesting, although some showers caused localized fieldwork 

delays in western portions of the region. 

 

MIDDLE EAST:  Dry weather favored summer crop harvesting and 

winter crop planting. 

 

SOUTH ASIA:  Late-season monsoon rains improved moisture 

conditions in northern and western India, but brought unfavorable 

wetness to mature cotton. 



 

EAST ASIA:  Passing showers benefited late-developing crops but 

provided unwelcomed wetness to maturing crops. 

 

SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Showers intensified across Thailand, boosting 

moisture supplies for reproductive rice. 

 

AUSTRALIA:  Welcome rain overspread Western Australia, but more 

rain is needed in the wheat belt. 

 

ARGENTINA:  Locally heavy rain returned, sustaining abundant to 

locally excessive levels of moisture for winter grains. 

 

BRAZIL:  Warmth and dryness maintained favorable conditions for 

sugarcane and coffee harvesting. 

 

MEXICO:  Seasonal showers declined in the south, but monsoon 

showers continued in northwestern watersheds. 

 

CANADIAN PRAIRIES:  Spring grain and oilseed harvesting advanced. 

 

EASTERN CANADA:  Showers provided timely moisture for winter 

grain germination.



EUROPE:  Dry, warmer-than-normal weather prevailed over much of 

the continent, although rain lingered in Italy.  A dissipating 

storm system over the central Mediterranean generated additional 

showers and thunderstorms (25-95 mm) for a second consecutive 

week, boosting irrigation reserves but hampering corn and 

sunflower harvesting.  Meanwhile, a broad area of high pressure 

brought dry, warm weather (1-3°C above normal) to central and 

northern Europe, favoring small grain harvesting and winter crop 

planting.  However, dry, hot weather (30-34°C) in the Balkans 

maintained drought and depleted soil moisture for winter crop 

planting; the window of opportunity for winter rapeseed planting 

has likely closed, with producers now awaiting rains for winter 

wheat planting.



FSU-WESTERN:  Wet weather continued over much of the region, 

although dry conditions lingered in southern-most crop districts. 

A slow-moving storm and its attendant cold front produced an 

additional 10 to 60 mm of rain from northern Ukraine into western 

and central Russia, boosting soil moisture for filling summer 

crops and winter crop planting but hampering fieldwork.  In 

contrast, dry, warm weather (30-32°C) across southern portions of 

Ukraine and Russia’s Southern District maintained stress on late-

filling summer crops and reduced soil moisture for winter crops.



FSU-EASTERN:  Dry weather prevailed over most of the region’s 

primary growing areas, although a few showers were observed in 

western crop districts.  Mostly sunny skies promoted spring wheat 

harvesting in Russia’s Siberia District, while scattered, early 

week showers (5-30 mm) in north-central Kazakhstan and the 

eastern Urals District caused only minor fieldwork delays.  

Seasonably dry conditions across the region’s southern tier 

favored cotton drydown and harvesting.  



MIDDLE EAST:  Seasonably dry weather continued, although showers 

lingered along the Caspian Sea Coast.  Rain totaled 10 to 60 mm 

across northern Iran, although the rain fell mostly outside of 

primary growing areas.  Otherwise, dry weather and near-normal 

temperatures promoted summer crop maturation and winter wheat 

planting across the remainder of the Middle East.



SOUTH ASIA:  Late-season showers brought between 75 and 150 mm of 

rainfall to northwestern India and Pakistan.  The unseasonably 

heavy showers erased season-long moisture deficits in Haryana and 

Rajasthan and provided a significant boost to moisture supplies 

for winter crops that will be planted in October.  However, the 

late occurrence of the rain caused unfavorably wet conditions for 

open cotton bolls in northern India and southern Pakistan.  Heavy 

showers were also observed in Gujarat and central Maharashtra, 

where 100 to 160 mm of rain reduced deficits by half and 

stabilized conditions for reproductive cotton and groundnuts that 

had deteriorated from drought.  Meanwhile, most rice areas in 

eastern India received 50 to 150 mm of rain, maintaining 

favorable soil moisture for the crop, although a pocket of drier 

weather prevailed in northern Bihar (a heavily irrigated area).  

In central India, reproductive soybeans across western Madhya 

Pradesh and eastern Maharashtra received 100 to almost 300 mm of 

rain, which likely water-logged soils.  Typically, the monsoon 

begins withdrawing from northern India during the first week of 

September.  However, last year the monsoon did not begin 

withdrawing until nearly the third week of September. 



EAST ASIA:  Two waves of rainfall moved through eastern China, 

one early in the period and one near mid-week, with sunny, mild 

conditions prevailing in between.  Weekly rainfall totals ranged 

between 25 and 50 mm in the northeast and across the North China 

Plain, with 50 to 200 mm in the Yangtze Valley and southern 

China.  The added moisture benefited late-developing corn and 

soybeans, although most crops were beginning to mature and would 

benefit from drier conditions.  Additionally, the passing showers 

provided unfavorably wet conditions for open cotton bolls; 

however, the short duration of the showers followed by 

temperatures around 30°C minimized crop impacts.  Meanwhile, the 

rainfall in the Yangtze Valley and southern China maintained good 

moisture supplies for late-season rice while slowing middle-

season rice harvesting.  Elsewhere in the region, showers (25-100 

mm) continued on the Korean Peninsula, and despite being less 

than the previous 2 weeks, maintained unfavorably wet conditions 

for maturing rice.  In Japan, warm weather (weekly temperatures 

around 25°C) and periodic rainfall (25-75 mm) continued to aid 

rice development. 



SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Weekly rainfall totals increased over the last 2 

weeks as the Intertropical Convergence Zone (ITCZ) became fully 

established across Thailand.  Rainfall amounts between 100 and 

200 mm were common throughout all regions of Thailand and boosted 

moisture supplies for reproductive rice.  Despite the recent 

increase in rainfall, a seasonal moisture deficit still existed 

in the Northeast Region, although available moisture throughout 

the season was more than sufficient for rice development.  Heavy 

showers also occurred in rice areas of Vietnam, where flooding 

was likely from over 200 mm of rain.  Seasonable rain (25-100 mm) 

occurred across much of the Philippines, maintaining high 

moisture availability to rice and corn.  Showers were generally 

scattered in oil palm areas of Malaysia and Sumatra, where 

amounts varied between 1 and locally almost 400 mm. 

 

 



AUSTRALIA:  Welcome rain (10-20 mm, locally more) overspread the 

Western Australia wheat belt, providing a needed boost in topsoil 

moisture for jointing winter wheat and other winter crops.  

Scattered showers (3-20 mm) in South Australia, Victoria, and 

southern New South Wales maintained generally favorable 

conditions for wheat, barley, and canola development.  Farther 

north, unfavorably dry weather persisted across northern New 

South Wales and southern Queensland, further reducing topsoil 

moisture as winter wheat approaches the reproductive stages of 

development.  Temperatures in southeastern Australia averaged 1 

to 3°C above normal, while elsewhere in the wheat belt 

temperatures averaged near normal. 



ARGENTINA:  After a brief respite, heavy rain returned to central 

Argentina, maintaining abundant to locally excessive levels of 

moisture for winter grains.  Rainfall exceeded 50 mm over a broad 

area stretching from Entre Rios and northern Buenos Aires 

westward to Mendoza.  Somewhat lighter amounts (10-50 mm) were 

recorded in southern production areas of La Pampa and Buenos 

Aires.  Seasonably mild weather accompanied the wetness, 

fostering vegetative development of emerged wheat and barley; 

weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 3°C above normal, with daytime 

highs ranging from the upper teens (degrees C) in southeastern 

Buenos Aires to the lower 30s in northern sections of Cordoba, 

Santa Fe, and Entre Rios.  Freezing temperatures generally stayed 

south of the main farming areas.  In northern Argentina, warm, 

mostly dry weather dominated, with daytime highs in the upper 30s 

common from Santiago del Estero northward.  According to 

Argentina’s Ministry of Agriculture, winter wheat planting was 

virtually finished at 99 percent complete.  The only delegation 

reporting remaining area to be planted was Tandil in southern 

Buenos Aires, with about 39,000 hectares (about 13 percent of 

total intentions) unplanted. 



BRAZIL:  Dry, unseasonably warm weather maintained favorable 

conditions for sugarcane and coffee harvesting.  Weekly 

temperatures averaging 3 to 5°C above normal (daytime highs in 

the middle 30s degrees C) aided drydown of maturing crops in the 

main production areas of Sao Paulo and Minas Gerais, a region 

which has experienced generally favorable conditions since the 

end of a protracted rainy season.  In fact, dry weather dominated 

a large section of central and southern Brazil, including Parana, 

where farmers would welcome more seasonable rainfall for 

vegetative to filling winter wheat.  Weekly average temperatures 

were more than 5°C above normal over the southern winter wheat 

belt (southern Mato Grosso through Rio Grande do Sul), with 

daytime highs in the lower 30s spurring rapid winter grain 

development.  Elsewhere, light showers (less than 25 mm) lingered 

along the northeastern coast, providing a late-season boost in 

moisture for sugarcane and cocoa.  Rain (local amounts in excess 

of 25 mm) briefly fell in northern and western sections of Mato 

Grosso, but the general pattern did not suggest that the start of 

the rainy season was imminent; consistent seasonal rains 

typically arrive in central Brazil during the latter part of 

September, enabling the start of soybean planting. 



MEXICO:  Warm, somewhat drier conditions prevailed across the 

south, fostering development of corn and other rain-fed crops 

that have enjoyed a generally favorable distribution of rainfall 

for much of the season.  Most areas recorded amounts below 25 mm, 

including the southern plateau and the Yucatan Peninsula.  

Exceptions included the coffee region of southern Chiapas (10-100 

mm) and some of the more minor sugarcane areas in the vicinity of 

central Veracruz, where rainfall exceeded 50 mm in spots.  In 

contrast to the diminished southern rains, monsoon showers (10-50 

mm, locally approaching 100 mm) intensified in some northwestern 

watersheds, further improving winter irrigation supplies.  

However, rainfall continued to be sparse in the northeast, where 

above-normal temperatures (3-4°C above normal, with daytime highs 

in excess of 40°C) maintained high moisture requirements for both 

crops and livestock. 



CANADIAN PRAIRIES:  Conditions favored rapid harvesting of spring 

grains and oilseeds.  Rainfall remained to be below normal 

throughout the Prairies, with just a few isolated amounts in 

excess of 10 mm at the northern edge of the main farming 

districts.  Weekly average temperatures were 1 to 2°C above 

normal in Manitoba, eastern Saskatchewan, and northwestern 

Alberta, with slightly cooler weather (weekly average 

temperatures up to 3°C below normal) centered over southern 

Alberta and southwestern Saskatchewan.  Daytime highs briefly 

reached the middle and upper 30s (degrees C) in most areas, 

including the relatively cooler southwest, and no widespread 

freeze was recorded.  However, most areas experienced nighttime 

lows below 5°C, and a few widely distributed locations recorded 

temperatures as low as -1°C, which is not unusual for this time 

of year.  According to the government of Saskatchewan, harvesting 

was 38 percent complete as of September 3 versus the 5-year 

average of 26 percent, an indication of the favorable conditions 

prevailing across the Prairies. 



EASTERN CANADA:  Locally heavy showers came too late to 

significantly improve summer crop prospects, although the 

moisture benefited pastures and improved conditions for uniform 

germination and establishment of winter grains.  Rainfall totaled 

10 to 50 mm across the region, with most areas receiving more 

than 25 mm.  It was the region’s first widespread rainfall since 

early August, making it especially timely for autumn-sown crops. 

 Weekly average temperatures were 2 to 3°C above normal, with 

highs reaching the upper 20s and lower 30s (degrees C) before the 

final round of rain at week’s end.  Temperatures stayed well 

above freezing, with only a few locations recording low 

temperatures below 5°C. 


