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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

EUROPE:  Much-needed rain arrived in the Balkans, providing some 

soil moisture for winter wheat establishment. 

 

FSU-WESTERN:  Showers improved soil moisture for winter grain 

planting and establishment. 

 

FSU-EASTERN:  Showers slowed spring wheat harvesting in eastern 

crop districts, while dry conditions in the west and south 

favored crop maturation and harvesting. 

 

MIDDLE EAST:  Mostly dry weather favored winter grain planting, 

although showers arrived in Turkey. 

 

SOUTH ASIA:  Monsoon showers eased in parts of western and 

central India but continued to provide a late-season boost of 

moisture to crops in the north and east. 

 



EAST ASIA:  Typhoon Sanba made landfall in southern South Korea, 

bringing heavy showers to much of the peninsula. 

 

SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Rains diminished in northern portions of 

Thailand, while Tropical Cyclone Jelawat formed off the eastern 

Philippines. 

 

AUSTRALIA:  Following a relatively dry week, scattered showers 

returned to the wheat belt, providing a welcome boost in topsoil 

moisture for reproductive winter grains and oilseeds. 

 

ARGENTINA:  Locally heavy rain maintained adequate to abundant 

moisture for winter grain establishment. 

 

BRAZIL:  Seasonal showers began in key soybean areas of central 

Brazil. 

 

MEXICO:  Monsoon showers diminished in the northwest, but 

beneficial rain continued for southern summer crops. 

 

CANADIAN PRAIRIES:  Spring crop harvesting continued to progress 

rapidly. 

 

EASTERN CANADA:  Rain provided additional moisture for 

germination and establishment of winter wheat.



EUROPE:  Rain across central and southern Europe contrasted with 

drier conditions in northern and western growing areas.  A slow-

moving cold front generated widespread showers and thunderstorms 

(5-25 mm) from southern France into Poland and the Baltic States, 

boosting soil moisture for winter wheat and rapeseed.  A storm 

developed along the front as it stalled over southern Europe, 

resulting in moderate to heavy rain (10-50 mm) across Italy and 

the Balkans.  The rainfall in southeastern Europe eased drought 

and provided much-needed moisture for winter wheat planting, 

although more precipitation will be needed to fully recharge 

soils and ease the impacts of a historically dry summer.  

Meanwhile, drier weather (less than 5 mm) across southeastern 

England and northern portions of France and Germany promoted 

summer crop harvesting and winter crop planting.  Dry weather 

also prevailed in Spain, where producers are in need of moisture 

for upcoming winter wheat and barley planting.  Temperatures 

across the continent averaged within 1 to 2 degrees of normal, 

although late-season heat (30-35°C) in Spain maintained high 

evaporative losses.



FSU-WESTERN:  Widespread rainfall brought beneficial moisture to 

most crop districts.  A storm system and its attendant cold front 

generated 5 to 55 mm of rain across much of the region, boosting 

soil moisture for winter grains and oilseeds but hampering summer 

crop drydown and harvesting.  The rain bypassed eastern Ukraine, 

however, where fieldwork was able to proceed with minimal delay. 

Moisture reserves for winter crop planting have improved over 

recent weeks, although more rain would be welcomed to fully 

recharge soils that were parched by a hot, dry summer.  Above-

normal temperatures during the past week accelerated winter crop 

establishment and ensured the region was spared any untimely 

early season freezes.



FSU-EASTERN:  Showers in eastern crop areas contrasted with 

favorably dry weather in western and southern growing areas.  A 

slow-moving storm generated light to moderate showers (10-32 mm) 

over Russia’s Siberia District, hampering spring wheat drydown 

and harvesting.  Meanwhile, spring wheat harvesting proceeded 

with little if any delay in northern Kazakhstan and the southern 

Urals District, where rain was generally light (5 mm or less).  

Seasonably dry conditions across the region’s southern tier 

favored cotton harvesting.  



MIDDLE EAST:  Seasonably dry weather continued, although showers 

arrived in western Turkey.  A weak frontal boundary generated 5 

to 15 mm of rain in western and northwestern Turkey, providing 

initial soil moisture for winter grain planting and 

establishment.  Across the rest of the region, dry weather and 

near-normal temperatures promoted summer crop harvesting and 

winter grain planting.



SOUTH ASIA:  Monsoon rains eased in parts of western and central 

India, while showers continued in northern and eastern states.  

Heavy rain in Uttar Pradesh maintained abundant soil moisture for 

sugarcane but slowed rice maturation.  Similarly, showers (25-50 

mm) in Haryana and Punjab provided unfavorably wet conditions for 

mature cotton and rice.  In eastern India, 50 to 100 mm of rain 

maintained favorable moisture supplies for rice across Bihar and 

Orissa.  Monsoon rains (50-100 mm) increased soil moisture for 

reproductive cotton in eastern Maharashtra and northern Andhra 

Pradesh, but dry weather continued in central Maharashtra and 

throughout Gujarat, where prospects remained poor for groundnuts 

and rain-fed cotton.  In contrast, dry weather eased excessive 

wetness for filling soybean in western Madhya Pradesh and cotton 

in southern Pakistan. 



EAST ASIA:  Rainfall was generally confined to eastern and 

southern portions of China, while Typhoon Sanba made landfall in 

South Korea.  Sanba produced rainfall in excess of 200 mm across 

much of South Korea and parts of eastern North Korea but occurred 

outside major rice producing areas.  The remnants of Sanba 

tracked northeastward into eastern Heilongjiang and brought 50 to 

100 mm of rain.  The rainfall was mostly unwelcomed as soybeans 

were beginning to mature.  Warm, dry conditions prevailed 

elsewhere in northeastern China, benefiting maturation of 

soybeans and corn.  Similar conditions aided maturation of corn, 

cotton, and soybeans on the North China Plain and into the 

Yangtze Valley.  Rain moved through southern China late in the 

week, with amounts between 25 and 80 mm.  The moisture was 

generally favorable for late-season rice but slowed maturation 

and harvesting of middle-season rice. 



SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Monsoon rains eased across northern and 

northeastern Thailand as showers (50-125 mm) continued in the 

Central Plain Region.  Moisture conditions throughout Thailand 

remained adequate for rice in the latter stages of reproduction. 

In Vietnam, 50 to 100 mm of rain increased moisture supplies for 

winter rice.  Meanwhile in the Philippines, Tropical Cyclone 

Jelawat developed late in the week off the eastern coast.  

Jelawat produced locally heavy showers (200 mm or more) in 

portions of southern and eastern Luzon which delayed some harvest 

activities.  Elsewhere in the region, oil palm in Malaysia 

benefited from 50 to 100 mm of rain, while little, if any, 

rainfall occurred in oil palm areas of Indonesia.



AUSTRALIA:  In Western Australia, widespread showers (8-25 mm) 

helped stabilize yield prospects for winter grains and oilseeds, 

which are in or nearing reproduction.  In contrast, a second 

consecutive week of mostly dry weather prevailed in South 

Australia, but adequate subsoil moisture minimied the stress on 

reproductive winter crops.  Elsewhere in the wheat belt, 

scattered showers (5-25 mm) in Victoria, New South Wales, and 

southern Queensland helped maintain local moisture supplies for 

wheat, barley, and canola.  Temperatures averaged near to 

slightly above normal (up to 2°C) throughout the wheat belt, 

spurring crop development in areas where adequate moisture 

supplies were available. 



ARGENTINA:  Locally heavy rain returned to Argentina’s central 

and eastern farming areas, maintaining adequate to locally 

excessive levels of moisture for winter grains.  Rainfall totaled 

10 to 50 mm from Buenos Aires northeastward through Corrientes 

and Misiones, with a few locations recording up to 100 mm; 

similar amounts were recorded in San Luis and Cordoba.  

Meanwhile, mostly dry weather continued in the southern wheat 

belt (La Pampa and southwestern Buenos Aires) and the far north 

(Chaco and environs).  Due to earlier periods of wet weather, 

moisture levels should be adequate in the dry southern farming 

areas, but additional moisture would be welcome in the north, 

following several weeks of unseasonable warmth and dryness.  

Weekly average temperatures were 2 to 4°C above normal across the 

north, with daytime highs reaching the upper 30s (degrees C) 

early in the week.  Seasonably cooler conditions prevailed 

farther south, with daytime highs in the lower and middle 20s and 

nighttime lows approaching freezing. 



BRAZIL:  Scattered showers in Brazil’s central interior marked 

the beginning of the summer rainy season.  Rainfall totaled more 

than 25 mm at a few locations in the Center West Region (Mato 

Grosso, Goias, and Mato Grosso do Sul) and in southern Tocantins; 

although additional moisture was needed for germination and 

establishment, the arrival of the rain likely encouraged soybean 

planting.  Rain also intensified in the south, with 25 to 100 mm 

falling from Sao Paulo southward through Rio Grande do  

Sul.  While overall beneficial for immature wheat, particularly 

in previously dry locations in northern Parana, the rain likely 

stalled sugarcane harvesting.  Lighter amounts (2-25 mm) were 

recorded in southeastern coffee areas (Minas Gerais and Espirito 

Santo) as seasonably dry weather dominated the northeastern 

coast.  Weekly average temperatures were 2 to 4°C throughout much 

central and southern Brazil, with daytime highs approaching 40°C 

above normal in between the rainy days in Mato Grosso. 



MEXICO:  Beneficial rainfall continued across the south, although 

amounts were seasonably lighter.  Across the southern plateau 

(Jalisco to Puebla), rainfall was mostly below 25 mm, sustaining 

favorable levels of moisture for corn and other filling to 

maturing rain-fed summer crops.  Heavier rain (25-100 mm) 

continued, however, along the southern Pacific Coast and in parts 

of the southeast, including much of the Yucatan Peninsula. 

Isolated totals approaching 200 mm likely caused local flooding 

in the vicinity of southern Veracruz.  Locally heavy showers 

lingered over southern Tamaulipas but drier conditions prevailed 

elsewhere across the north.  Virtually no rain fell over a large 

part of the northwest as the monsoon circulation showed signs of 

weakening and withdrawing from the region.  Seasonably warm 

weather accompanied the northern dryness, with daytime highs 

frequently reaching the middle and upper 30s (degrees C) in some 

of the traditionally warmer areas. 



CANADIAN PRAIRIES:  Dry weather sustained a rapid pace of 

fieldwork throughout the Prairies.  Aside from some scattered 

light showers (accumulations mostly below 5 mm) in Manitoba and 

nearby locations in Saskatchewan, no rain fell over the majority 

of the agricultural districts.  Weekly temperatures averaged 1 to 

3°C below normal in the wetter eastern region, which recorded a 

widespread season-ending freeze (nighttime lows of -7 to -2°C).  

In contrast, weekly temperatures averaged up to 4°C above normal 

in the west, which experienced only a patchy freeze.  Reports 

emanating from Canada depicted a rapid pace of maturation and 

harvesting, mitigating any potential impact from freezing 

conditions on late-planted spring grains and oilseeds. 



EASTERN CANADA:  Locally heavy rain provided a late-season boost 

in moisture for winter grains and pastures, although the moisture 

disrupted autumn fieldwork.  Rainfall totaled 10 to 50 mm in most 

areas, with some higher amounts in outlying production areas of 

both Ontario and Quebec.  While recharging moisture for 

overwintering crops, the frequency of the rain disrupted 

fieldwork, including corn and soybean harvesting.  In addition, 

drier weather is now needed to allow completion of winter wheat 

planting before temperatures become prohibitively low; weekly 

average temperatures were slightly below normal, with daytime 

highs only reaching the middle 20s (degrees C) and nighttime lows 

falling below freezing in spots.  The region lacked a widespread 

season-ending freeze, however, and topsoils should be 

sufficiently warm for germination for several more weeks. 


