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HIGHLIGHTS 

 

EUROPE:  Heat and dryness persisted in the Balkans, while rain 

favored winter crop establishment in northern Europe. 

 

FSU-WESTERN:  Dry, warm weather further reduced soil moisture for 

winter wheat establishment in southern portions of the region. 

 

FSU-EASTERN:  Mostly dry weather accelerated spring wheat 

harvesting toward completion in Russia. 

 

MIDDLE EAST:  Showers provided soil moisture for winter wheat and 

barley establishment in Turkey, although the growing season has 

gotten off to a drier-than-normal start. 

 

SOUTH ASIA:  Dry weather continued to aid summer crop harvesting 

in northern India as well as the start of winter crop planting. 

 

EAST ASIA:  Dry weather across much of China promoted summer crop 



harvesting and the start of winter crop planting. 

 

SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Late-season rainfall slowed maturation and 

harvesting in parts of Thailand and the Philippines. 

 

AUSTRALIA:  Mostly dry weather prevailed across much of the wheat 

belt, providing little additional moisture for reproductive to 

filling winter grains and oilseeds. 

 

SOUTH AFRICA:  Dry weather supported early corn planting. 

 

ARGENTINA:  Rain maintained locally excessive levels of moisture 

for winter grain development and summer crop planting. 

 

BRAZIL:  Drier conditions favored soybean planting in central 

production areas. 

 

MEXICO:  Seasonably drier weather prevailed throughout the south 

and northwest. 

 



EUROPE:  Dry, hot conditions persisted in the Balkans, while 

beneficial rain overspread much of central and northern Europe.  

Sunny, hot weather (30-36°C) across central and southern portions 

of the Balkans maintained high evaporative losses and poor 

prospects for winter wheat establishment.  Producers in 

southeastern Europe are in dire need of moisture for winter crops 

before the end of the growing season.  Meanwhile, a series of 

disturbances triggered moderate to heavy rain (10-75 mm) across 

northern Europe, providing soil moisture for winter wheat and 

rapeseed.  Trailing cold fronts generated showers and 

thunderstorms (10-55 mm) from northern Italy into Hungary and 

southern Poland, improving soil moisture for winter crops.  

Meanwhile, dry weather returned to Spain after last week’s 

beneficial rainfall; winter wheat and barley planting typically 

occurs in November on the Iberian Peninsula.



FSU-WESTERN:  Showers benefited winter crops in northern and 

central portions of the region, while dry, warm weather across 

the south promoted fieldwork but reduced soil moisture.  A ridge 

of high pressure maintained mostly dry, warm weather (up to 6°C 

above normal) from central Ukraine into southern Russia.  The 

sunny skies allowed winter crop planting to approach completion, 

although daytime highs in the upper 20s (degrees C) increased 

evaporative losses.  Soil moisture shortages were most pronounced 

from eastern Ukraine into northern and western portions of the 

Southern District, highlighting the need for rain to ensure 

uniform winter wheat establishment in these locales.  Meanwhile, 

widespread showers on the northern periphery of the high 

benefited winter crops from northern Ukraine (8-18 mm) and 

eastern Belarus (10-30 mm) into central and northern Russia (5-28 

mm).



FSU-EASTERN:  Mostly dry weather accelerated spring wheat 

harvesting toward completion in the north and cotton harvesting 

in the south.  Despite occasional clouds and light showers (2-10 

mm), spring wheat harvesting continued with only minimal delays. 

 Meanwhile, Kazakhstan’s spring wheat harvesting was virtually 

completed.  In southern portions of the region, cotton maturation 

and harvesting proceeded under sunny skies and seasonable 

temperatures. 



MIDDLE EAST:  Developing showers in Turkey contrasted with mostly 

dry weather elsewhere.  An upper-air disturbance triggered 

showers and thunderstorms (2-30 mm) across most of Turkey’s 

primary crop areas, providing some soil moisture for winter wheat 

and barley planting.  However, the growing season has gotten off 

to a slow start, even in areas that received rain during the past 

week.  Meanwhile, dry conditions prevailed elsewhere in the 

Middle East, promoting winter crop planting.  Rain typically 

arrives in Syria, Iraq, and Iran during the latter half of 

autumn.



SOUTH ASIA:  The monsoon boundary shifted southward slightly and 

reportedly extended from eastern Uttar Pradesh through central 

Madhya Pradesh and into southern Gujarat.  Dry weather to the 

north of the boundary promoted rice and cotton harvesting as well 

as the start of winter wheat and rapeseed planting.  Dry weather 

also occurred in western Madhya Pradesh where moisture reserves 

remained abundant for filling soybeans.  Similarly, little if any 

rainfall was reported in Gujarat where more rain would be 

welcomed for reproductive cotton; groundnut harvesting was likely 

underway, with reduced prospects from below-normal monsoon rains. 

 Rainfall in India was confined to areas south of the boundary 

and included rice areas in the east and cotton and groundnut 

regions of Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh. 



EAST ASIA:  Warm, dry weather prevailed across the majority of 

growing areas in China, promoting maturation and harvesting of 

summer crops.  In northeastern China, dry weather early in the 

week gave way to light showers (1-10 mm) for the remainder of the 

period.  The rainfall delayed drydown and slowed harvesting of 

corn and soybeans.  Freezes were reported along the northern 

outskirts of Heilongjiang’s agricultural area early in the week, 

with warmer weather later in the week.  On the North China Plain, 

dry weather and weekly temperatures averaging 2°C above normal 

aided corn, cotton, and soybean harvesting, while also benefiting 

the start of winter wheat planting.  Similarly, dry conditions 

from the Yangtze Valley into southern China favored summer crop 

harvesting and the start of winter rapeseed planting.  Elsewhere 

in the region, dry weather aided rice harvesting on the Korean 

Peninsula, with showers (25-100 mm) limiting rice harvesting in 

Japan. 



SOUTHEAST ASIA:  Late-season rainfall (25-100 mm) in Thailand 

slowed rice maturation in the North and Central Plain Region but 

boosted moisture reserves for the dry-season crop planted later 

in the year.  In the Northeast Region, dry weather promoted rice 

maturation although concerns of inadequate moisture during the 

season continued.  In Vietnam, showers (50-200 mm) maintained 

abundant moisture supplies for winter rice but delayed coffee 

harvesting in the Central Highlands.  Meanwhile, heavy showers 

(100-300 mm) returned to portions of the northern Philippines as 

Tropical Cyclone Gaemi formed in the South China Sea early in the 

week.  Elsewhere, below normal rainfall (5-50 mm) continued 

across oil palm areas of Malaysia and Indonesia.  October 

typically represents the peak of oil palm production as the dry 

season ends and the wet season begins the new growing cycle.



AUSTRALIA:  Following 2 weeks of beneficial rainfall, mostly 

sunny skies returned to Western Australia, providing little 

additional moisture for reproductive to filling winter grains and 

oilseeds.  In southeastern Australia, scattered showers (2-15 mm) 

maintained local moisture supplies for wheat, barley, and canola, 

but the showers were too light to increase yield potential.  In 

northern New South Wales and southern Queensland, dry weather 

favored early summer crop planting but increased evaporative 

losses from filling winter wheat. 



SOUTH AFRICA:  Drier-than-normal weather dominated nearly all 

major agricultural areas.  In the corn belt (notably North West, 

Free State, Gauteng, and Mpumalanga), early planting was likely 

underway in areas with sufficient moisture for germination.  Even 

though these areas recorded above-normal September rainfall, most 

still need additional rain soon to ensure uniform emergence. 

Meanwhile, above-normal temperatures (daytime highs reaching the 

lower and middle 30s degrees C) accelerated maturation of winter 

wheat. Similarly, warm, mostly dry weather spurred growth of 

sugarcane and other crops along the southeastern coast (Eastern 

Cape and KwaZulu-Natal), which also received unseasonably heavy 

rainfall recently.  In contrast, mild, showery weather (slightly 

below-normal weekly temperatures, with rainfall totaling 1-25 mm) 

continued in Western Cape, where warmer, drier conditions would 

have been welcome for filling to maturing winter wheat.  



ARGENTINA:  Heavy rain returned to Argentina, maintaining locally 

excessive levels of moisture for winter grain development and, in 

some locations, hampering summer grain and oilseed planting.  

Rainfall totaled 25 to 100 mm over a broad area from La Pampa and 

Cordoba eastward to Uruguay and southern Brazil, an area which 

has experienced unusually wet weather since the beginning of 

August.  Weekly average temperatures were 1 to 3°C above normal, 

with daytime highs ranging from the lower 20s (degrees C) in 

southern Buenos Aires to the lower 30s in northern sections of 

Cordoba, Santa Fe, and Entre Rios, with no freezes reported.  In 

northern Argentina, beneficial rain (10-50 mm) fell in eastern 

agricultural districts (northern Santa Fe and eastern sections of 

Chaco and Formosa), increasing topsoil moisture for germination 

of cotton, corn, and other summer crops.  However, drier 

conditions continued farther west; in contrast to the wet 

conditions in central and northeastern Argentina, these areas 

have trended drier than normal over the past few months and 

additional rain would be welcome for winter grains and the 

startup of the 2012/13 summer crop season.  Weekly average 

temperatures were 3 to 6°C above normal across the north, with 

daytime highs approaching 40°C in Formosa and nearby locations in 

Salta and Chaco.  According to Argentina’s Ministry of 

Agriculture, sunflowers were 32 percent planted as of October 4, 

compared with 22 percent last year.  In addition, corn was 24 

percent planted, 1 point ahead of last year’s pace. 



BRAZIL:  Rain fell with less frequency in central Brazil, 

spurring soybean planting after several weeks of beneficial, 

widespread showers.  Virtually no rain fell in Goias and eastern 

sections of Mato Grosso; scattered showers (10-50 mm) continued 

in central and western Mato Grosso and portions of Mato Grosso do 

Sul, but the amount and coverage were less than the previous week 

in many locations.  Drier weather also prevailed in Sao Paulo and 

Minas Gerais, favoring planting of summer row crops, but heavy 

rain (25-100 mm) soaked a large section of southern Brazil and 

neighboring sections of Paraguay.  While untimely for maturing 

winter wheat, the moisture in the south will ultimately benefit 

soybeans and corn.  Weekly average temperatures in the Center-

West and southern regions (Mato Grosso and Goias to Rio Grande do 

Sul) were mostly 2 to 4°C above normal, promoting rapid emergence 

of soybeans and main-season corn.  Elsewhere, the rainy season 

has not yet arrived in the northeastern interior (notably 

Tocantins and western Bahia) as seasonal rains (locally greater 

than 10 mm) tapered off along the northeastern coast. 



MEXICO:  Seasonably drier conditions developed throughout the 

northwest and south, following last week’s boost in rainfall.  

Showers were widely scattered and light across the southern 

plateau, with rainfall totaling below 10 mm at most locations.  

Showers also declined from recent weeks along the southern 

Pacific Coast, with amounts totaling more than 25 mm only 

locally.  Light to moderate rain also lingered over the sugarcane 

region in and around northern Veracruz; however, seasonably heavy 

rain (25-100 mm, with locally higher amounts) continued from 

southern Veracruz eastward through the Yucatan Peninsula.  In 

contrast, a dry, generally warm air mass was ensconced over 

northern Mexico, as the monsoon showed signs of retreating.  

Winter wheat, which is almost entirely irrigated, is typically 

planted in November and December. 


