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espite a continuation of overall above-normal 
temperatures, a late-week storm produced heavy 

snow from the central Rockies into the southwestern 
Corn Belt.  The wind-driven snow resulted in blizzard 
conditions, stressing livestock and disrupting travel, but 
provided the central Plains’ winter wheat crop with 
highly beneficial moisture and insulation.  In contrast, the 
northern and southern Plains’ wheat remained exposed 
to potential weather extremes.  Prior to the winter storm’s 
arrival, unusually warm weather boosted weekly
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