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ain ended early in the period across the Midwest, 
allowing producers to gradually resume corn and 

soybean planting operations as the week progressed.  Even 
with the rain-related delays, overall Midwestern planting 
progress remained ahead of the normal pace.  Furthermore, 
emerged Midwestern summer crops greatly benefited from 
soil moisture improvements associated with the early-May 
rainfall.  Meanwhile, significant rain also fell across the 
South and East.  Some of the heaviest rain (locally 4 inches 
or more) fell from May 10-12 in parts of Texas,
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For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov  

In April, timely rain benefited secondary (safrinha) corn in 
Brazil’s main production areas, following earlier periods of 
warmth and dryness.  The heaviest rainfall (accumulations of 
100 to 200 mm or more) during the month was recorded over a 
broad region extending from Rio Grande do Sul northward 
through Mato Grosso; similar amounts were recorded in 
eastern Paraguay.  While overall favorable for winter grains, 
the increasingly wet conditions in the vicinity of Parana 
reportedly disrupted sugarcane harvesting in Sao Paulo.  In 
contrast, drier weather returned to Rio Grande do Sul during

the latter part of the month, allowing soybean harvesting to 
advance toward completion with fewer interruptions.  Showers 
also gradually diminished throughout the northeastern interior; 
this was particularly true in western Bahia, where periods of 
unseasonable heat and dryness promoted maturation and 
harvesting of both soybeans and cotton.  Monthly average 
temperatures were near to above normal throughout the 
country, although a brief period of unseasonable cold settled 
into the region at month’s end.  While slowing growth of 
winter grains, however, the cold outbreak produced no freezes. 

BRAZIL
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For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov  

During April, seasonal rainfall gradually increased along the 
eastern Gulf Coast, boosting moisture reserves for the early 
stages of summer crop planting.  Crops receiving the timely 
rain included sugarcane in the main production areas in and 
around Veracruz.  Lighter showers spread inward toward the 
southern plateau corn belt, signaling the approach of the rainy 
season.  Elsewhere in the south, periodically heavy rain 
increased moisture for coffee and other crops from Chiapas 
and Tabasco eastward through the Yucatan Peninsula, but 
mostly dry conditions prevailed along the southern Pacific

Coast.  Seasonably warm, mostly dry weather continued in 
central and northwestern Mexico, where farmers await the 
onset of seasonal rains.  Conditions in the northwest favor 
development of filling to maturing wheat, though irrigation 
reserves remained critically low in Sinaloa.  In contrast, 
showers were scattered across the northeast, giving a late-
season boost to sorghum and other winter grains.  According to 
the government of Mexico, total national reservoir capacity 
was at 38.2 percent as of April 30, compared with 60.6 percent 
last year, and 63.5 percent in 2010. 
  

MEXICO



56 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin May 15, 2012 
 

 
For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov  

In April, near- to above-normal rainfall improved planting 
prospects of spring grains and oilseeds.  Total accumulations 
generally ranged from 25 to 75 mm, which for some locations 
represented more than twice the normal monthly amount.  
Monthly average temperatures were near to above normal, 
with the warmest conditions relative to normal (departures of

2°C above normal) located in Manitoba and in a few locations 
in southern Saskatchewan.  Seasonal warming (temperatures 
averaging at least 5°C) promoted greening of winter grains and 
pastures, also making the rainfall timely.  Reports from Canada 
indicated that planting was underway at month’s end, though 
progress was limited.  

CANADIAN PRAIRIES
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For additional information contact: mbrusberg@oce.usda.gov  

In April, scattered showers brought some relief from dryness 
to Ontario’s western farming areas, although monthly totals 
were well below normal in most locations.  An early month 
cold snap (temperatures falling below -5°C) burned back 
tender vegetation after a warm March, while raising concern 
for potential damage to wheat in accelerated stages of

development.  Temperatures were highly variable for the 
remainder of the month, with several more occurrences of 
temperatures falling below -2°C through the end of the month.  
Warmer, somewhat wetter conditions prevailed in Quebec 
during April, improving prospects for greening winter grains 
and pastures. 
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From May 10-12, a slow-moving storm generated heavy rain across the south-central U.S.  Storm totals in excess of 4 inches were reported in parts of central 
and eastern Texas.  Some of the highest amounts were noted in the vicinity of Houston, Texas, where 2-day (May 11-12) rainfall reached 9.83 inches in Sugar 
Land and 6.23 inches at Hobby Airport. 
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