[image: image1.png]


                               

 








January 18, 2005







TO:
All Headquarters Employees

FROM:
Christopher A. Gomez

/s/


Acting Director of Operations

SUBJECT:
Access to Headquarters Complex on Inauguration Day

On Thursday, January 20, 2005, the USDA South Building will be closed for the Presidential Inauguration.  Access will be limited to essential employees/contractors whose names were previously provided to the Office of Operations. 

The South Building will have only one access point, at Wing 2 on C Street.  Essential personnel on the pre-approved list will be granted access upon showing their USDA identification badge and after verification by on-site Federal Protective Service officers.  All personnel will be required to pass through electronic security screening procedures.  Court 2 parking will also be available for these employees.

While the Whitten Building will not be restricted, entry to it will be limited to the center entrance on Independence Avenue.   Doors at the east and west archways will be secured.  No one will be allowed to exit the main entrance of the Whitten Building onto the Apron or Jefferson Drive.  There will be no access from the Whitten Building to the South Building via the tunnel or third floor archways.

Parking at the Whitten Building will be limited to Lot 8 on Independence Avenue.  Jefferson Drive, the Apron, and Lots 9 and 11 will be closed.  An officer will be on site to assist employees in possession of their USDA identification badge with parking.

The Smithsonian Metro Station and 14th Street north of Independence Avenue will be closed.  Independence Avenue will be open from 14th Street east to 7th Street.  12th Street south of Independence Avenue will also be open.  There may be soft street closures at 14th and Independence and at 12th and D Streets; however, as long as you have your identification badge and indicate that you are reporting to work at USDA you will be allowed to proceed.
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