Street Closures and Activities Around the Headquarters Complex on April 8, 2006:

The National Cherry Blossom Parade and the Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street Festival will take place on Saturday April 8, 2006, and will likely have an impact on commuting into downtown Washington.  The parade will begin at 10:00 a.m. at 7th Street & Constitution Ave., NW and will end at 17th Street & Constitution Ave. at approximately 12:00 p.m. The National Park Service will close Jefferson Drive during the Parade.  The Sakura Matsuri Japanese Street Festival will take place from 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Pennsylvania Avenue, between 11th & 14th Streets, and on 12th Street between Pennsylvania & Constitution Avenues. 

Employees planning to work over the weekend should be aware of possible delays, congestion, and street closings and are urged to avoid the area entirely during the parade.  Whitten Building parking lots will remain open but only employees with access control devices will be able to park in these lots.  Court 2 will also be available for parking.  If you must come downtown, please allow extra time for your commute or use public transportation.  

Please visit either the Be Prepared website at: (<http://www.usda.gov/oo/beprepared/>) or the Official Cherry Blossom Festival website at: (<http://www.nationalcherryblossomfestival.org>) to monitor developments related to these events.
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