Update on the South Building Evacuation on Wednesday, February 16, 2005 
At approximately 7:05 a.m. on Wednesday morning, the South Building fire alarm system sounded and the building was evacuated. The fire alarm was inadvertently initiated by a construction project that changed water pressure in the system and led to a water flow indication, automatically activating the system.   Although the Computer Emergency Notification System (CENS) notice went out in a timely manner, we apologize for any confusion in the text of the message.   Action was taken to ensure that future messages do not contain conflicting guidance.

One very important item for all employees to note:   immediately evacuate your building when the fire alarm sounds.   Do not wait for directions from CENS, the public address system, or any other supplementary communications tool. The fire alarm bells are the primary means of alerting you to evacuate in a fire situation.       

We wish to commend everyone on their cooperation and speedy evacuation.   However, we also ask that you exercise proper caution in crossing streets upon vacating the buildings in the HQ Complex.   Employees should cross streets at the corner intersections and not in the middle of them unless directed to do so by security officers.   Our security guards will work with local police to control traffic and help ensure your safety in street crossing.

As always, we ask for your assistance in identifying any problem areas by sending an e-mail to preparedness@usda.gov <mailto:preparedness@usda.gov>. Thank you again for your prompt response and attention to safety.

