Information on the Yates Building Evacuation – March 30, 2005

At approximately 11:15 a.m. on March 30, 2005, USDA security personnel were informed that an employee in the Yates Building received a bomb threat over the telephone.  The Federal Protective Service (FPS) and the FBI were immediately notified of the threat.   Personnel from USDA’s Protective Operations Division and Law Enforcement Officers from the Forest Service were the first to arrive on the scene, followed by FPS canine units.

After evaluating the information and consulting with law enforcement officials, the building was evacuated as a precautionary measure while the FPS conducted a sweep of the building.  Yates Building occupants were notified to evacuate via the public address system.  The ROAM Secure Alert system was used to notify key USDA management personnel of the unfolding event.  The Computer Emergency Notification System (CENS) and USDA Channel 6 were used to inform all USDA employees in the metropolitan area of the situation at Yates and to avoid the area.  At 12:45pm, FPS completed their sweep and cleared the building for reentry.  

I encourage all USDA employees to visit the USDA Employee Information Center at http://www.usda.gov/oo/beprepared/ where you will find the USDA Employee Emergency Response Guide.  The guide provides crucial information on dealing with emergency situations that may occur in the workplace.  A key item to remember with a bomb threat by phone is not to hang up the phone at the completion of the call.  Instead, hit *57, leave the phone off the hook and then call the USDA Security Control Center at 202-690-0869 on another telephone.  I encourage you to print a copy of this guide, keep it by your desk and review it periodically.

As always, we ask for your feedback on emergency preparedness and ask that you send e-mails to preparedness@usda.gov. With your input we can continue to improve.

Priscilla Carey
Director of Operations

