Recap of Fire Alarms in the South Building on Wednesday, December 7, 2005

At approximately 10:00 a.m. Wednesday morning, a contractor inspecting the fire suppression system in the South Building Deli accidentally triggered the fire alarm system indicating a potential fire in the Promenade of the sub-basement. Fire Department personnel responded by 10:05 a.m. and confirmed with the USDA Incident Management Team that there was not a fire and that the situation posed no danger. Occupants were allowed back into the building at 10:20 a.m., after we silenced the alarms and repositioned our security forces.

We wish to commend everyone on their cooperation and speedy egress. As always, we ask for your assistance in identifying any problem areas by sending an e-mail to preparedness@usda.gov <mailto:preparedness@usda.gov>. Thank you again for your prompt response and attention to safety.

Priscilla B. Carey

Director of Operations
