Subject: Recap of Suspicious Package Incident in the South Building Main Cafeteria

At approximately 1:50 Friday afternoon, July 15, 2005, a USDA employee notified one of our Security Officers that a package had been left unattended in the rear of the South Building main Cafeteria. The Headquarters Complex Incident Management Team (IMT) assembled in the Operations Center and issued both a CENS message to all headquarters locations, made a public address announcement to the South Building, and posted information on USDA Channel 6. Simultaneously, the Federal Protective Service (FPS) was called and our own Security Officers began to clear the cafeteria and the Court 2 parking lot, and cordoned off the hallways on either side of the cafeteria. Because of the circumstances surrounding the package, notably its small size and gift-wrapping, and the fact that there had been an event in the area involving gifts, the IMT determined that until the package was evaluated, no additional evacuations would begin. The FPS testing determined that the package was safe. All clears were given via the CENS and the PA system to the South Building.

In this time of heightened awareness, we want to bring to your attention a word of caution.  Between the time the package was first identified as being under a table and security officers securing the area, someone moved the package and placed it on top of one of the tables. You should never attempt to move a “suspicious” package. If it had been an explosive device, the act of moving a package could cause it to explode or release its contents.

We appreciate everyone’s cooperation during this event. As always, we solicit your suggestions on means of improving our responses. Your comments may be sent to preparedness@usda.gov.
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