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BioPreferredSM BIOBASED PRODUCT SHOWCASE 
CRITERIA FOR EXHIBITORS

Background on BioPreferredSM
BioPreferredSM was created by the Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (FSRIA) to increase the procurement and use of biobased products by establishing:

1. A procurement preference program for Federal agencies and their contractors, and,

2. A labeling program to enable the marketing of biobased products.  
Biobased products are commercial or industrial products (other than food or feed) composed wholly or in significant part of biological products, including renewable agricultural materials (plant, animal, and marine materials) or forestry materials.  FSRIA tasked USDA with developing, establishing and leading the BioPreferredSM program and requires Federal agencies to purchase biobased products over their petroleum-based counterparts, as long as the biobased materials are reasonably available, reasonably priced, and comparable in performance.  Through publication in the Federal Register, USDA has already designated many items as “preferred” and will add significantly more to the list in the next few months.  Many government agencies are now using these products and have found them to have comparable or superior performance to their petroleum counterparts. For more information on BioPreferred visit www.biopreferred.gov.
USDA is seeking exhibitors to participate in its BioPreferredSM Biobased Product Showcase, which will take place on April 21-22, 2008, with training sessions continuing through April 24, 2008.  The BioPreferredSM Biobased Product Showcase will be held in conjunction with the 2008 GSA International Products and Expo (GSA Expo) in Anaheim, CA.

What is the BioPreferred Biobased Products Showcase?

As part of USDA’s Federal BioPreferredSM marketing campaign, manufacturers and vendors are invited to share exhibit space with USDA to showcase biobased products, answer questions from potential customers, and provide insight to vendors seeking to sell biobased products to the Federal government.  Up to 15 spaces will be made available through USDA, although USDA reserves the right to change space availability based on interest.  Showcase exhibitors will be responsible for their individual travel and hotel accommodations.

How do I qualify to participate as an exhibitor?

To qualify as an exhibitor, you must:

1.
be a manufacturer or vendor of a biobased product designated for preferred procurement or proposed for designation in the Federal Register (see Background above); 

2.
not be a GSA Schedule holder; and 

3.
support the USDA BioPreferredSM program by (1) registering your company information and (2) submitting to USDA biobased product information for eventual inclusion in the BioPreferred online catalogs showcasing designated and proposed biobased items.  This can be done at www.biopreferred.gov.
Space is limited and may not accommodate all manufacturers and vendors that wish to participate.  Therefore, USDA will award exhibitors spaces on a first-come, first-served basis within each of the following major product categories: 

· Custodial
· Minor Construction

· Construction

· Vehicle Maintenance

· Grounds Maintenance

· Food Service
If you do not meet the stated criteria or you are not chosen to exhibit, USDA strongly encourages you to register as a non-exhibiting vendor for the opportunity to network with over 6,000 Federal and state procurement officials, to learn how to sell to the Federal government, and to learn more about the BioPreferredSM Program.  To register directly for the conference visit: http://www.expo.gsa.gov/registrationVisitor.cfm.
Interested parties should contact Kim Hoch by e-mail at khoch@bbibiofuels.com or by telephone at 719-207-7026 no later than February 22, 2008 (Now March 14, 2008).  Confirmation and exhibitor packets will be sent out from March 10, 2008 thru March 21, 2008. 
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