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The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on anticipated changes related to use of the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) system.

To recap the general information previously provided:  The CCR System is a centrally located, searchable database of vendors and contractors that provide goods and services to federal agencies, accessible via the Internet and which can support Federal Agencies’ needs for vendor data for contracting and finance processes.  Vendors enter and maintain their data (including Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) information); are required to review and update their registration information at least once a year; and are responsible for the accuracy of their EFT and other information contained in CCR.  CCR validates data elements within the contractor’s information and can electronically share the secure and encrypted data with finance and accounting services to facilitate paperless payments through EFT.  CCR was developed in the Department of Defense (DoD), and is currently the primary vendor database for DoD, NASA, Departments of Transportation and Treasury.  Information concerning this system is available at the CCR website at http://www.ccr.gov.

By memorandum of October 7, 2002, Office of Management and Budget provided information concerning the Business Partner Network (BPN), which is an expansion of the DoD CCR.  This expansion of the CCR into a BPN (a one-stop source of information about trading partners, such as Equal Employment Opportunity checks, size status, Excluded Parties List information and past performance evaluations) is a part of the Integrated Acquisition Environment (IAE) E-Government initiative.  The BPN is to include grantees, Federal entities, and companies seeking to do business with the Federal government.  All those seeking to do business with the Federal government will be required to register within the BPN.  

As part of the IAE initiative, a number of changes to the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) are in process.  This memorandum specifically addresses the FAR case related to registration of vendors in CCR.  By separate memorandum information on other FAR cases related to IAE initiatives will be provided. 

It is anticipated that Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) Case 2002-018, Central Contractor Registration will be published in the Federal Register as a proposed rule shortly.  This rule will require that vendors be registered in CCR before award of contracts, basic agreements, basic ordering agreements and blanket purchase agreements.  It is also anticipated that the proposed rule will require that existing contracts, basic agreements, basic ordering agreements, and blanket purchase agreements be modified to incorporate the CCR clause that requires a contractor to register, by September 30, 2003, in the CCR database and maintain registration until final payment.

Implementation of the proposed requirements will be two-fold.

· The procurement community will include the appropriate new clause in solicitations and ensure that vendors are registered in CCR prior to award of contracts, basic agreements, basic ordering agreement and blanket purchase agreements, unless an exception is applicable.  This can be done by searching the publicly available CCR website.  The vendor’s DUNS number can be used for this purpose. Additionally, existing contracts, basic agreements, basic ordering agreements, and blanket purchase agreements will need to be modified to include the appropriate contract clause.

In order for procurement personnel to verify that a vendor is appropriately registered in CCR, and that all necessary EFT data is in the system, the buyer/specialist only requires public access to the CCR database.  Access to the CCR vendor proprietary and sensitive data that requires an ID and password is not necessary.  It is primarily the finance personnel who require access to such information.  The roles of finance and procurement personnel with respect to this access will be determined in further discussions with the OCFO. 

· Agencies that maintain separate vendor databases should notify their vendors of the pending change and encourage vendors to register in CCR.  Office of Procurement and Property Management has had discussions with personnel of the Office of the Chief Financial Officer regarding this pending requirement, the CCR database and the FFIS Vendor Table.

If a USDA agency maintains a sizeable vendor database, separate from the FFIS vendor table, please let this office know.  It may be more efficient to consolidate the various vendor data files and work with the CCR Program Office (DoD) to match the consolidated vendor data file with the current CCR active registered vendors to eliminate duplicates, and provide necessary notices to the vendors not yet registered.  There is a cost associated with this service.  If your agency maintains a vendor database please let this office know by April 23, 2003, with information on the appropriate number of vendors and types of vendor data.

Implementing guidance will be provided as additional information becomes available.  If there are any questions, the point of contact in this office is Pat Honda, who can be reached at 202-720-8924 or by email to pat.honda@usda.gov.
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