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The purpose of this memorandum is to provide summary information regarding the Integrated Acquisition Environment (IAE) E-Government initiative and related Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) cases.  As these initiatives and FAR cases progress, we will provide updates and implementation guidance, as appropriate.

Since last year we have implemented FedBizOpps, have started to establish our agencies in the Past Performance Information Retrieval System (PPIRS) and are anticipating implementation of the requirements for vendor registration in the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) system by the end of this fiscal year.  These systems all fall under the umbrella of Business Partner Network (BPN), which is part of the IAE E-Government initiative.  Our implementation of these systems has been based on changes to the FAR or Office of Federal Procurement Policy guidance.  There are currently a number of other FAR cases related to the IAE initiative, in various stages of the rulemaking process.

To gain a better perspective of the vision and relationship of these systems and changes, we have requested that a representative of the IAE Program Office provide an overview of IAE to the Procurement Council.  Copies of two recent articles describing IAE and the 5 modules making up that initiative are attached for your information.  (The articles are excerpts from the JFMIP News, Winter 2003 and the Federal Acquisition Insight Newsletter dated February 2003.)  Also attached is a copy of the recently published IAE Conceptual Architecture which gives an overall perspective of the envisioned interrelationship between various systems.  The 5 IAE modules are:

· Business Partner Network (BPN) – Single point of registration and validation of supplier data accessed by all agencies.

· Federal Procurement Data System – Next Generation (FPDS-NG) – Central point for consolidated collection and access of statistical and management information related to Government acquisitions.

· eCatalogs/Interagency Contracts – Online directory of interagency contracts to simplify selection and facilitate leverage.

· Standard eTransactions/Interfaces – Standard glossary and vocabulary to facilitate exchange of data between and within agencies.

· Intra-governmental Transactions (IGT) – Transform intra-governmental ordering and billing, reduce payment and collection problems, and improve revenue and expense elimination processes for preparing consolidated financial statements. 

Related to the IAE initiatives are proposed FAR changes to implement requirements or which are related to the implementation of the IAE applications.  These are:

· FAR 2001-032, Elimination of the Standard Form (SF) 129, Solicitation Mailing List Application

This rule, which is ready to be published as a final rule, eliminates the SF 129 and removes the requirement for contracting offices to establish and maintain manual solicitation mailing lists.

· FAR Case 2002-17, Elimination of the Standard Form (SF) 1417, Presolicitation Notice (Construction Contracts)

The requirement to issue SF 1417 presolicitation notices is being reviewed as contracting officers are now required to provide access to pre-solicitation notices through the Governmentwide point of entry via the Internet at www.fedbizopps.gov.  A draft proposed rule to eliminate the requirement to issue an SF 1417 is currently under discussion.

· FAR 2002-018, Central Contractor Registration (CCR)

This case is pending publication in the Federal Register as a proposed rule.  The rule requires vendor registration in CCR prior to award of contracts, basic agreements, basic ordering agreements and blanket purchase agreements.

· FAR 2002-024, Electronic Representations and Certification

This case establishes the requirement for contractors to submit electronic representations and certifications via the BPN.  The Civilian Agency Acquisition Council (CAAC) and the Defense Acquisition Regulatory Council are developing a proposed rule.

· FAR 2002-025, Unique Contract and Ordering Numbering System

Identical contract or order numbers at multiple agencies have caused problems with the Federal Procurement Data System (FPDS).  To support the efforts to develop and deploy a new FPDS (referred to as FPDS-NG), the FPDS Re-engineering Program Office submitted a proposal requesting a FAR change to establish a system to assign unique contract and order numbers.  An AdHoc committee under the CAAC is reviewing the requirement for unique contract and order numbers and will develop recommended FAR coverage.

In addition to these efforts, the Business Process Design (BPD) Subcommittee, established under the auspices of the USDA Senior Procurement Executive and the Integrated Acquisition System (IAS) Steering Board, has been reviewing the issue of contract and order numbering as part of IAS implementation planning.  Recommendations based on the IAS, FFIS and FPDS-NG requirements are being developed and will be submitted to the IAS Steering Board and Procurement Policy Division for consideration.  

We will provide updates as these cases progress and as the IAE initiatives are implemented.  Questions may be directed to Pat Honda at 202-720-8924 or by email to pat.honda@usda.gov.
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