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Update on Wage Determinations On-Line

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update on the use of on-line Service Contract Act (SCA) and Davis-Bacon Act (DBA) wage determinations.

In November 2003 the Department of Labor (DOL) announced the official launch of the new Wage Determinations On-Line (WDOL.gov) program at www.wdol.gov.  WDOL.gov is part of the Integrated Acquisition Environment E-Government initiative, and is the product of an inter-agency task force that included the Office of Management and Budget, DOL Wage and Hour Division, the General Services Administration, the Department of Defense and the Department of Commerce’s National Technical Information Service (NTIS).  The purpose of the website is to provide a single location for contracting officers to use in obtaining appropriate SCA and DBA wage determinations (WDs).  The website is available to the general public as well.

Department of Agriculture (USDA) has had, since 1998, a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with DOL, which has enabled USDA agencies to access SCA and DBA WDs on-line at the FedWorld/NTIS website.  The USDA subscription for this access is current, and these on-line WD websites will continue to be available as NTIS transitions users to the WDOL.gov website.  NTIS plans, in the near future, to provide formal notification to subscribers of the availability of WDOL.gov and establish a formal transition period.  A Federal Acquisition Regulation case is in process to establish WDOL.gov as a source for SCA and DBA WDs.

In the meantime, both the WDOL.gov website and the NTIS websites (SCA and DBA) are available for use by contracting personnel.  USDA agencies may use either the WDOL.gov website or the NTIS websites.  There are some differences in the procedures for use of the on-line websites, especially with respect to SCA WDs.  Therefore, contracting personnel should ensure that they review the applicable User’s Guide and follow the procedures for the particular on-line system being used.  

The new WDOL.gov website provides, at no charge:

· access to the most current SCA and DBA wage determinations, as well as an alert service for notification of future revisions to particular wage determinations, 

· guidance to contracting officers on selecting the appropriate wage determination, and

· access to databases containing archived SCA and DBA wage determinations.

A WDOL.gov User’s Guide is available at the website.  Contracting officers, following the procedures in the User’s Guide, may select the appropriate SCA or DBA WD.  Notification to DOL of the WD selected is NOT required.  However, if a contracting officer selects a SCA or DBA WD using WDOL.gov, and DOL later determines, whether before or after contract award, that the appropriate SCA or DBA WD was not incorporated in a covered contract, the contracting officer, within 30 days of notification by DOL, must include in the contract the applicable DOL issued WD.

Contracting officers may also obtain WDs by submitting electronic Standard Form (SF) 98s (e98s) to DOL from the e98 system at the WDOL.gov website.  Additionally, if the WDOL.gov program does not contain the appropriate SCA WD, the contracting officer will be directed to the e98 system to obtain the required SCA WD. 

(Note:  Under the existing Fedworld/NTIS SCA WD On-Line System, when a SCA WD is selected, the contracting officer must notify DOL of the WD selected by submitting a SF98, marked “MOU”, with the WD identified.  Such notification is not required when using WDOL.gov.  The e98 system is NOT to be used to submit the SF98 notification required when using the Fedworld/NTIS SCA WD On-Line System.  If an e98 is submitted, DOL will provide a WD through the e98 system, and that WD must be the WD incorporated into the solicitation/contract.)

Links to the WDOL.gov, NTIS DBA and NTIS SCA Wage Determinations On-line websites and applicable User’s Guides, are located on the USDA Acquisition Toolkit at http://www.usda.gov/procurement/toolkit/.

Questions may be directed to Pat Honda at 202-720-8924 or by email to pat.honda@usda.gov.
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