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In the Matter of



)







)







)

Federal-State Joint Board on


)


Docket No. 96-45

Universal Service Seeks Comment

)

on Rural Task Force Recommendation
)

Comments of the

Rural Utilities Service 
The Rural Utilities Service (RUS) is a rural development agency of the United States Department of Agriculture.  For over 50 years, RUS (originally as the Rural Electrification Administration) has been helping build modern telecommunications systems in rural America.  Today, RUS continues to promote rural telecommunications by being an advocate for all of rural America and by providing financing and technical advice to about 825 rural local exchange carriers.

The RUS supports the consensus recommendation of the Rural Task Force (RTF).  As with any consensus reached among a large number of parties with differing interests, every member could point to one or more parts of the recommendation with which the member is dissatisfied.  Nevertheless, as a whole, RUS believes that the recommendation provides the framework for a workable system that will meet the mandate of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 and reduce the uncertainty about universal service support that has restrained investment in rural areas.

With regard to implementation, the RUS strongly concurs with the RTF position that the recommendation be implemented immediately and as a whole.  It should be done immediately because it is long overdue.  It should be done as a whole because selective implementation would destroy the balance that allowed the RTF to reach consensus.

It was my privilege to serve as a member of the RTF.  Every member with whom I worked devoted months of effort to the preparation of the recommendation and the white papers on which the recommendation is based.  The commitment and effort of the task force members and the consensus they achieved was remarkable.  I urge the Joint Board to give this recommendation consideration worthy of their efforts.
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Christopher A. McLean Date
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