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Success Stories: Hamlet of Mooreville, Michigan
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Outline of Need: Private on-site waste disposal systems in the hamlet of Mooreville (York Township) were leaking raw sewage or untreated effluent into the adjacent Saline River. 

How Rural Development Helped: The hamlet of Mooreville is a community with about 23 homes located south of Ann Arbor in southern Washtenaw County. State agencies discovered that on-site waste disposal systems in Mooreville were the source of raw sewage leaking into the river.  The homes’ lot sizes were too small to allow for the construction of new leachate fields.  County officials were considering condemning homes in the community if a solution could not be found for the waste problem.

York Township and Washtenaw County had almost given up trying to fund a sewage collection project for such a small community.   Hope was restored when Rural Development informed them that the project was eligible for funding.

Complications arose when the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality rejected the site for the proposed waste treatment lagoons. A solution was found when the nearby community of Milan agreed to treat the community’s wastewater at its facility. Construction is expected to start soon on the construction of the collection system and the connection to Milan’s treatment facility.

The Results: As a result of Rural Development funding, the residents of Mooreville can stay in their homes and the Saline River’s water quality will be improved. The homeowners will also pay a lower assessment than was originally estimated.

