Rural Utilities Service

Success Stories:
Rural Development Reduces Serious Health Risks in North St. Charles

Lee County, Virginia
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Outline of Need:  The small community of North St. Charles in Lee County, Virginia, has been negatively impacted by local mining, failing on-site disposal systems, and “straight piping” (discharging untreated human waste directly into a stream via a pipe) for many years.  This degrades water quality, and has the potential to cause serious health risks.  The community is located in a particularly sensitive ecological setting, the watershed is home to approximately 50 threatened or endangered species 22, of which, are federally listed.

How Rural Development Helped:  The RUS-funded project will allow the St. Charles Water and Sewer Authority to extend public sewer throughout the North St. Charles area.  This is phase three of a regional project.  At completion, the project will:

· Eliminate 250 straight pipe discharges.

· Provide improved living conditions for 112 households.

· Install over 25,000 feet of sewer line.

· Install one pump station.

The Results:  North St. Charles Sewer Extension will begin construction December 2001 and be completed December 2002.  The positive benefits that result from this project include:

· Protect, and improve the quality of water of the North Fork Powell River.

· Reduce or eliminate serious health risks associated with human waste found in the river.

· Provide an adequate waste disposal system for the community.
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